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“Life can feel
heavy, and
Siena Retreat
Centeris a
sanctuary that
helps you
reconnect with
yourself while
navigating both
your inner and
outer world.”
- Retreat
Participant

Since 1966, Siena Retreat
Center has been a sanctuary
where individuals and groups
find peace and inspiration. As
we conclude our 60th
anniversary year, we give
thanks for the many people
whose journeys have shaped
this sacred space.




Executive Director’s Report

Dear Community,

When we realize the interconnectedness of all that is, barriers dissolve
and defenses diminish, while compassion, understanding, and hope are
strengthened. Celebrating six decades of engagement in a spirituality
that heals divisions and embraces peace is the highlight of this year.
The year began with an Open House and continued with the uplifting
singing of Perfect Harmony Chorus during our Spring Concert.

You may have noticed that we have grouped our retreats and programs
around five themes that correspond to five basic spiritual needs. In an
online survey, we found that Siena Retreat Center plays an important
role in helping people meet their spiritual needs.

Claire Anderson
Executive Director

The Board and Staft are leading our organization into a time of

increased responsibility for the services and fundmg that the Sisters have Five Basic Spiritual Needs

Belonging & Community
Justice & Integrity
Meaning & Purpose
Sensing the Sacred
Wonder & Wellness

generously provided for many years. Our new three-tiered pricing
structure is helping us cover more of the actual cost of offering retreats

and programs, while we continue to offer need-based partial

scholarships.

I hope you will enjoy reliving some of the special moments of this year,
while we together lay the foundation for the next six decades.
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Corporate Member
Maryann McMahon, OP
Chris Broslavick, OP

Agnes Johnson, OP

Mary Ann Pevas, OP

Staff

Claire Anderson, Executive Director

Vicky Curtiss, Program Director

Carmen Doubek, Housekeeper

Tracie Feest, Director of Development & Administration

Board of Directors
Tom Buhler, Board President
Marilyn Bugenhagen

Mary Jane Carreno

Mike Frontier

Shemagne O’Keefe Mullins
Joan Ryzner

Debbie Giese, Director of Hospitality

Judi Grauberger, Housekeeper

Larry Haas, Accountant

Jessica Luebbering, Arrangements Coordinator

Sue McGregor, Receptionist

Christine Noelle, Director of Marketing & Communications
Monique Rollins, Housekeeper



Celebrating 60 Years of

Retreat

Ministry!

The afternoon of Thursday, January 29, 2026,
was filled with connection, conversation, and

community. Over 150 people gathered to

celebrate the retreat ministry's beginnings, its

flourishing in the present, and its future.

Racine’s Mayor proclaimed the day "Siena
Retreat Center Day!" An historical exhibit,
60th Anniversary logo cookies, micro-retreat

experiences, a lovely lounge, and delicious food

helped to make the event enjoyable for long-

time retreat supporters and newcomers alike.

Community Survey Demonstrates Our
Effectiveness in Fulfilling Spiritual Needs

Building Resilience
Sensing the Sacred
Finding Community
Finding Meaning
Seeing Goodness in Life
Living with Integrity
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‘Women befriending women’ key to retré

Above: This 1986 newspaper clipping documents the
sentiments of members of our earliest retreat group,
the Ecumenical Women’s Retreat. Member Rose
Akgoulian shared, “There's such a bond of closeness
between women of different religious and social
backgrounds... It's like being at the mountain top and
it's what our world ought to be like."
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Our 2026 online survey
revealed that Siena
Retreat Center plays an
important role in
helping people meet
their spiritual needs.
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Our: Mission Liveo

The Chicago Meditates Group = ===
Finds Support for the Inner
Life at Siena Retreat Center

that something in their lives calls them to
take time apart from the busyness of
everyday life, they make the decision to
come for a retreat.

“There is a ‘ripeness’ for spiritual
insight that often occurs when the
distraction of noise is released and there
is an extended period of openness to what
lies in the depths of the heart and soul,”
explains group contact person Steve Starr.

The group’s silent retreat spans three
and a half days.
“There is support for gentle movement
into our inner lives,” shares Steve, “by the

natural world we see on the Siena campus, retreat.”

Quiet Days for Renewal
Reflect Hunger for Silence

Over the last few years, we have seen a steady increase in the
number of people coming to this sacred space for their own
individual retreats. Our popular Quiet Days for Renewal play an
important role in introducing people to the experience of retreat.

Now in their second year, our Quiet Days for Renewal are 24-
hour silent directed retreats. Retreatants gather at the beginning
and the end of the time for shared prayer and reflection. Each
person has the option of a one-hour spiritual guidance session with
the facilitator, Vicky Curtiss. The rest of their time is spent in
silence.

Participants are introduced to a variety of spiritual practices,
such as walking the labyrinth and Lectio Divina. Participants often
devote time to walking through the restored prairie, resting,
journaling, or writing a “nesting meditation.”

The Chicago Meditates group brings “a new way of seeing” to their
communities after their silent retreats at Siena Retreat Center.

by the staft who graciously support our efforts with their
kindness, and by the spiritual community of Dominican
sisters who have devoted a lifetime to prayerful reflection.
A silent retreat at Siena can be a doorway into a new way
of seeing that changes how life unfolds after people leave

“What | appreciated about the
Quiet Day for Renewal retreat
was the opportunity to be in
silence, the loose structure, the
ideas for how to spend our time
in silence (with the flexibility to
decide on our own) meeting
with Vicky for spiritual
guidance, and the space - the
labyrinth, prairie, lake,
meditation and prayer room,
and the creativity room with its
art supplies. The silence,
beauty, and simplicity of this
retreat center are great."

- Retreat Participant



Our overall budget
total for fiscal year

2025/2026 was
approximately
$1.7million.
Income
Program Revenue ........ccccooveuevennnnnnee. 60% 2,0 59 Hosted Retreatants
Contributed Rent .eceeeeeeeeeeevevveeeeeeeneenns 20%
DONAtIONS..eieuviereeeereetreeeecteeereeereeneens 9% 2,231 Sponsored Retreatants
(GTANES wueeeeerennereneeeeneerennesennessnnessnnessnnases 5%
Investment [NCOME wecuveveeeveeeeeeeeenne. 3% 440 Private Retreatants
Book REVENUE woveeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeaanns 3%

OORSIOLE HEVENLE ’ 9 Self-guided Sabbaticals
Expenses 314 Spiritual Guidance
Salaries, Stipends, and Benefits .............. 44% Sessions
Contributed ReNt ceeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeenns 22% 63 Scholarships Awarded
Building Maintenance ........ccccoceueueunencs 11% .

Food & Laundry .......cccevvecucuvinccucrcnnnce 10% §,M
Fees & Other EXpenses .....c.cceueueururencncs 9%

Bookstore EXPEnses .....coceceueveveveurerenencne 2%

Scholarships .....ccceveeecceeirenceccirinenccnennns 2% 510 Donors

2,618 Volunteer Hours

The mission of Siena Retreat Center is lived out in
many ways through our volunteers: providing warm
welcomes, offering tours, serving meals, answering
phone calls, and setting up meeting rooms.

This year, 48 individuals and three groups donated
2,618 hours of volunteer help. Our partnership with the
Racine Unified School District’s Transitions program is
in its fourth year, and we look forward to hosting our
first corporate volunteer groups in the coming year.

We invite the gifts and talents of new volunteers!




2026 Gifts Made in Memory of Sr. Rita
"Rita's was a very non-egoic Way  «p ristine Aalto Jaeger
of operating. It was all about the  catherine Androyna
other. This manifested in her Sam Bastian & Alice Hatzenbeller
being an excellent listener, Laura Bianco

; Mary Ann Camosy Laura Norby
SMBSUTEETE U GEREr 9 kn(?W Carol Catanach Carol Norton
themselvgs more deeply while  gogaie catanach Shemagne O’Keefe
feeling cared for." Barbara Cathey Mullins
- Tom Buhler Paula D'Arcy Clare Peiffer
Deborah Demanno Mark Alan Petersen
Jane Eesley Jane Powell
"Sister Rita Lui assumed the role of leader of Elizabeth Evans Sandra Prez
the Siena Retreat Program with enthusiasm, Sharon Evenson e s Sssten [z el
bined with a h q fh — Jo Giarrante & Ann & Charles Sardegna
combined with a huge dose of hospitality. Janet Trzaska Maryann Shutan
The programs Were.expanded., with attendees Gerald Hegeman John Strassburger
from far and wide. She will always be Priscilla Hibner Susan Towne
remembered as a Bright Light in her Christine Aalto Jaeger Cindy Ulrich
community and beyond, touching so many Betty Mantsch Karen Uflbe”
hearts with her grace-filled persona. Well JKial‘lt'\‘/aa\r/;:'k
done, dear Rita. May, you now rest in peace." Paula Voelkel
- Renée Billman Faith & Howard Wirtz
Jan Zeller

Above: Sr. Rita enjoys a light moment during a
Spiritual Guidance Training Program weekend

Above: Sr. Rita addresses a group gathered Inset: Sr. Rita’s Swedish Tea Ring was a
during the Retreat Center’s 40™ anniversary year coveted item at our spring silent auction.



In Celebration of the 2026
Racine Dominican Jubilarians
Dorothy Le Noble, OP

In Honor of Carol Brunner, SSND
Mary Therese Johnson, OP

In Honor of Carter Eichten
Beatrice Eichten, OSF

In Honor of Connie Eberly
The Kristen and Emily Maki Foundation

In Honor of Dolores Catanach, OP
Barbara Cathey

In Honor of Esther Szambelan, OP,

and Rose Marie Dischler, OP
Doug and Catherine Gundlach

In Honor of the Founders of
Siena Retreat Center
Shemagne O’Keefe Mullins

In Honor of Freda
Judy Altman

In Honor of Kathleen Bohn, OP
Patricia Mahoney

In Honor of Kathy Slesar, OP
Katie & Tom Heinen

In Honor of Ki Wirtz Lindgren

and Faith and Howard Wirtz
Claire Anderson

In Honor of Matthew Lin
Carol Zach

In Honor of Miriam Brown, OP
Carol Elsholz

In Honor of Rev. Ron Gramza
Faith & Howard Wirtz

In Memory of Amelia Marie Reyes, OP
William and Louise Bullock

In Memory of Anne Frontier
Mike Frontier

In Memory of Bart J. Mosele
Tracy Anne Hamblet

In Memory of Cindy Schlei
Mary Gosa Colleen Nalepinski
Jennifer Harnack Mary Petrie

Dave and Rose Kearns Jean Schaff

In Memory of Dorothy Ann Greiber, OP
Eugenie Bosch

In Memory of James Ruben
Pamela Hansen Ruben

In Memory of Janice Chaney
Linda S. Miller

In Memory of John Payton
Roger C. Hansen

In Memory of Katherine and Emmanuel Miller
Mark Miller

In Memory of Kathryn Madol
Patte A. Placek

In Memory of Lloyd and Bette Drossart
Laurie Lee Hittman

In Memory of Maria Alicia Zufiga
Maria Garcia

In Memory of Mary Ellen Bianco
Laura Bianco

In Memory of Mary Vaughn, OP
Barbara Cathey

In Memory of Matthew and Margaret Schneider
Mary T. Schneider

In Memory of Patrick Fogarty
Bill & Chris Kolanko

In Memory of the Racine
Dominicans Heavenly Sisters
Shari Geertsen

In Memory of Sr. Ann Regis
Donna Bartolone

In Memory of Theresa Stancato
Peter Barca Nancy Piasecki
Jeffrey Barsuli Lisa Pignotti

Pamela Glorioso Wendy Schoenke
Ken & Debbie Landree

In Memory of William J. Fervoy
Lydia Fervoy



Christine Aalto Jaeger

Kelly Adam

Janette Adamski

Ava Adams-Morris

Ellen Adelman

Annemarie Adsen

Chuck Albee

Roxanne Alexander

Alexander Charitable
Foundation

Gloria Alt

Colleen McGeady-Ambrose
& Gerald Ambrose

Claire Anderson

Kathy Andrews

Eleni Angelos

Carrie Antlfinger

Christin Anzalotti

Helen Arnolds

Lorel Au

Annette Bacon

Sue Baker

Jennifer Bakke

Carl Ball

Travis Baptist

Nancy L. Bauer-King

Bob & Alice Beezat

Ruth Bell

Julie Berkopec

Tami Bevis

Laura Bianco

Fred & Renée Billman

Mary Binkley

Jean Black

Jen Bloesch

Courtney Bowles

Jeanne Bowman

Judy Bowman

Ruth Bradford-Johnson

Sean Bradley

Christine Breuer

Sarah Brinkman

Caroline Brooks

Miriam Brown, OP

Nancy Brown

Roxann Brown

Beryl Bryan

Julie Bryson

Renée Buettner

Marilyn Bugenhagen

A.C. Buhler Family

Thomas J. & Marcia L.
Buhler Fund

Mary Anne Bunkers

Alberto Bustoz

Therese Byrne

Kristin Cafferty

Ben Callif

Debbie Callif

Teresa Calpino

Aurora Camacho de
Schmidt

Libby Cameron

Linda Cantrill

Brigid Cashman

Krayna Castelbaum

Carol Catanach

Dolores Catanach, OP

Catholic Woman's Club
of Racine

Paula Chalk

Charities Aid Foundation
America

Amber Charlton

Michele Clair

Richard Clark

Elizabeth Clemmitt

Wanda Clevenger

Marcia Colsmith

Karen Commons

Melissa Conners

Jeanne Connolly

Linda Cook

Myrel Cooke

Barb Corning & John
Koeppen

Jennifer Cramer

Melanie Crawford

Helen Crevier

Kirk Cryer

Jane Czarnezki & James
Drake

Donna Danielewski

Richard DeCleene

Madeline & John Dederich

Donna Desai

Frank & Jackie Dettloff

Rose Marie Dischler

Nancy Dolan

Mary Alice Dooley

Carmen Doubek

Daniel Draz

Lori Dressel

Sunny Dugas

Nancy Cross Dunham

Connie Eberly

E.C. Styberg Foundation

Nancy Eggert

Melissa Eggler

Alice Ehnert

Beatrice Eichten, OSF

Mary English

Stephen Erickson

Patricia Williams Essig

Kristie Faller

Judy Farmer & Connie M.
Knapp

Joan Fecteau

Kelvin Fee

Tracie Feest

Timothy Fenelon & Erick
Knaus

Amber & Mike Ferda

Jon Fischer

Mary Rita Fitzpatrick

Vickie Flask

Dawn Flegel

Susan Foley

Linda Ford

Jackie Fosselman

Colleen Fredelake

Patricia Fremarek

Katherine Frontier

Janet Marie Gagan

Helen Gallagher

Thomas Gannon
Theresa A. Gapp
Susan Garthwaite
Margaret Gassenhuber
Linda Gaughan
Kimberly Gaul
Judy & Tom Gavigan
Rebecca Moriah Gehle
Miriam Gelfer
Tabitha Gier
Mark M. Giese
Debbie Giese
Jim Gill
Kaye Glennon
Kathleen Gloff
Shari Goldman
Linae Golla
Alejandro Gonzalez
Kathleen Gotz
Joan Gozdziewski
Jeannine Gramick
Susan Greenler
Dorothy Gregory
Judith Gregory
Greg Greiten
Beverly Gross
Joyce Guinn
Jon & Tracy Gunderson
David Guse
Catherine Guzolek
Jean Hagemann
Colleen Hagen
Patricia A. Hamill
Elizabeth Hancock &
Susan Nevala
Carol Hansen
Karla Hansen
Linda Hanus
Lorraine Harder
Debra Hartfield
Mary Hauke
Kathleen Hayes
Joseph Heck
Gretchen Heckel
Linda Heintz
Edward Henley
Rebecca Henry

As Siena Retreat Center celebrates 60 years of embracing its mission of renewing lives and deepening
holistic spirituality, we do so with deep gratitude for the vision, generosity, and wisdom of the Racine
Dominicans and other dedicated people who established this retreat ministry in this sacred place.

As we look toward the future, the Retreat Center is building the financial strength necessary to
operate independently and sustain its mission by taking on more stewardship of the retreat building.
Achieving this will require growth in hospitality, expanded programming, and strengthening the
philanthropic partnership with those who further the Retreat Center’s mission.



Annette Hernandez

Ann Hetzel

David Hetzel

Ruth Hoenick

Frances Hoffman, OP

Faye Hollender

Michael Houle

Mary Houseman

Carol Huber

Marion & Mark Huettner

Heather Huffman

Leonard laquinta

Jane lddings

Mary Jo Ingolia

Jane Clare Ishiguro

Steve Janco

Teresa Johnson

Peter Johnson

Ray & Cecilia Johnson

Lisa A. Jones

Debra Josephson

Anne Jurenec

George Jurkowich

Adele Karwacki

Richard Kauffman

Lisa Kavanagh

Sheila Kawalski

Marilyn S. Keare

Sarah Keating

Debbie Keil

Thomas Kelley

Judith Kelley

Susan Kindschi

Joseph & Terri Kiriaki

Barbara O. Kissh

Sonali Knotek

Ellen Kogstad

Keith Kohlmann

Stacy Krause

Kathleen Krewald

Ann Krueger

Marsha Ernst Krueger
Charitable Fund

James Kruse

Shannon Rae Kunstman

Mary Elizabeth Kunz

Olga La Luz

Paula Laboe

Teresa J. Lafferty

Jane Lagger

Theresa LaMasney

Diane M. Lane

Diane Lange

Nancy Lanman

John & Julie Larsen

Lorri Larson

Rosalie Lauer

Katherine Lawler

Phillip & Anne Lee

Lou & Jerry Leitner

Tracy Lemmer

Dena Lieberman & John
Stutt

Susan Lied

Guisselle Lizano Castillo

Laura Lombardo

Mary Lopata

Sunny Lopez

Susan Luther

Kathy Luty

Catherine Mahady

Teresa Major

Make It Better Foundation

Virginia Michele Maki

Sue Makowski

Mary Lou Maletta

Susan Maller

Kay Frances Malone

John Mann

Barbara Marden

Wayne & Judy Marik

Gale and Michael Martin

Elaine Martin

Angela Martin

Roseann Mason

Chuck Massey

Mary Matejcek

Stephen Matre

Jan McCabe

Maureen McCarthy, SSSF

Alice McCormick, OP

Patricia McCormick, OP

Anna Clare McDermott

Vera Ellyn McDonnell

Magdalena Mcelroy

Sue McGregor

Joanne McGuire

Gloria Mclelwain

Deb McKeithan-Gebhardt

Mary Ann McLean

Maryann McMahon, OP

Ezra Meadors

Stefania Melegari

Suzanne Milkus

Tamara Minuti

Connie & Jim Molbeck

Maureen Moore

Becky Moore

SarahlLee Morris

Pam Morton

Jim Mosier

Lisa Mosier & Michael
Krukowski

Jean Mullooly

Wendy Murray

David B. Neely

Timothy Nelson

Rosalie Nelson

Lynn Claire Neu & Dave
Richert

Susan A. Nigro

Marjorie Nixon

Christine Noelle

Laura Norby

Nancy Norman

Carol O’Keefe

Leigh Ann Obrien

Tim O'Brien

Catherine OConnell

Kevin O'Connell

Shemagne O'Keefe Mullins

Norma Olivier

Olympia Brown Unitarian
Universalist Church

Kathy Loomos Ostry

Susan Ott-Holland &
James Holland

Janet Page

Marjorie Pagel

Aspasia Palios

Ann Marie Palmisano

Jo-Ann Paul

Robert Pavlik

Pay Pal Giving Fund

Mary Pergander

Joan & Dave Perugini

Barbara Peter

Polly Peters

John Peterson

Barbara Pfarr

Alice Pittz, OP

Pledgeling Foundation

Deborah Pluskota

Rebecca Porter

Pamela Potter-Billings

Stephanie Pritchard

annah Puma

Alisa Pykett

Racine Interfaith Coalition

Mary Kaye Radtke

Judith Radtke

Rohan Raj

Wilma Jean Randle

Diane Rapozo

Mary Rath

Red Bird Foundation

Renate Reichs

Mary Rhodes

Everett & Maureen Rice

Sue Richards

Janice Richardson

Bonnie Ricica

Ann Robertson

Renee Roeschley

Carolyn Rohrer

Greg Rose

Susan & Steve Roy

Michael Rude

Paul & Nancy Rutkowski

Joan & Steven Ryzner

Cynthia Samonte

Mary & Dave Sandgren

Sandra Sansone Brennan

Jean Schafer

Diana and Ralph

Schillinger

Cindy Schlei

Carrie Schleicher

David Schlicke

Maggie Schmid

Chantel Schmitz

Peg Schneider

Katherine Schober

Eileen & Bob Scholz

School Sisters of St.
Francis - Spiritual
Direction Unit 5706

Rene Schreiner

Laura Schubert

Deborah Schwiebert

Colleen Settles

Kay Shackelford

Pamela Shearman

Catherine Shinkle

Sharon Simon, OP

Eric Simpson

Sisters of St. Casimir Trust

Sisters of St. Dominic

Sisters of St. Rita, OSA

Jeff Siuta

Geraldine Slarek

Kathy Slesar, OP

Robin Smerchek

Kathy Smietana

Isabel Smolik

Kathie Solie

Rita Specht

Albert St. Peter

David Stack & Pam
Downing

Davney Stahley

Judy Stankewicz



Alice Jo Star

Dawn Stary

Rose Stashek, OP
Margaret Steimle

Lisa Stepanski

Neal Sterling

Cynthia Stevens
Kirsten Strand

John Strassburger

Bill & Melody Streeter
Marcia Suelzer

Jane Supri

Julene Swirth

Angela Szczawinska, CSFN
Lisa Talcott

T. A. Taylor-Hunt

Jill Terpstra

Richard & Carol Therkelsen
Gloria Thomas

Kathy Thome

Buzz Thome
Marguerite Thompson
Randall Thorne
Sharon Thyne

Anne Tigan

Connie Tuazon
Barbara Ullrich

Tesha Urban

Maureen Valvassori
Judith Vandergrinten
Jean Verber, OP
Phyllis Verhaalen
Lorrita Verhey, SSND
Alsion Vernon

Miles Vilski

Louise Voegtle

Peggy Voss

Christine E. Wagner
Valerie Walker

Eileen Walter

Norma Waters
Christie Webb

Claire Weber

Jennifer Weinert
John Wester

Mare Ann Wheeler
Erica Wiest

Marjorie Wilkey

Susan Willing
Mourning Dove Wochos
Richard & Joann Woelfel
Kathleen Wolff

Mary Wright

Jennifer Parker Wrzeszcz
Bill Wylie-Kellermann
Arlene Young

David Zablotney

Mary Ellen Ziegler

Dillett Mechanical Service Inc.

Perfect Harmony Chorus from Madison, Wisconsin, was our

featured group for our annual Spring Benefit Concert.

Thank You to Qur Spring
Concert Supporters

20/20 Vlision Fiduciary Management, Inc. Racine Symphony Orchestra

2024 Spiritual Direction Cohort  Flora & Stone Massage Racine Zoo
Annie's Country Pantry Forefront Dermatology Rasmussens Diampnds
Art Metal Studios George's Tavern Razor Sharp

Red Onion Café
Reefpoint Brew House
Reneta Reichs
Riverbend Nature Center
Robert W Baird & Co.
Rocky Roccoco
Salutes
SC Johnson & Son, Inc
Sheriff Chiropractic
Soup Shanty
Sr. Dolores Catanach

Baird Foundation
Barb Corning
Barb Kukla
Brossman's Meat
Buckets Pub 2nd Round
Buddy's Sports Bar & Grill
Bukacek Construction
Cares Mutual Insurance
Carmen Doubek
Chris Broslavick
Culvers

Green Bay Packers Givebac
Hot Shop Glass
Hotel Verdant
Hye Ground Café
Infusino's Italian Restaurant
Joan Ryzner
Joey's Yardarm
John Koppen
Jordan Bugenhagen
Kenosha Kingfish
Kortendick Ace Hardware

Danny's Meats Linda Miller Sr. Rita Lui
Davians Catering Madison Investments Sr. Sheila Fitzgerald
Derangos Magnolia Springs Veterinary Center Starbuicks

DeRose Dental Office Marilyn Bugenhagen

Marz Insurance

Stitched Quilt Shop
Tracie Feest

Divino Gelato Mileagers Tri City Bank
Dooley & Associates Milwaukee Milkman Uncorkt
Educators Credit Union Mocha Lisa Coffeehouse  United Way of Racine County
Express Elevator O & H Danish Bakery Vicky Curtiss

Feest Enterprises LLC Racine Country Club Wilson's Coffee

Our supporter list includes those who donated between September 1, 2025,

and August 31, 2026, including those who paid credit card fees. Every effort

has been made to ensure accuracy; please contact us if you notice a discrepancy.
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“There is nothing like letting the world
wash away for a few days to clear your
mind and clarify your values. This can
happen at Siena because of its quiet,
calm, lovely environment. In a world of
"I should..." all day, here at Siena, it's
more about peace and refueling. It's like
taking a vitamin for your soul."

- Individual Retreatant

5637 Erie Street
Racine, Wl 53402
(262) 898-2590
retreats@sienaretreatcenter.org

www.SienaRetreatCenter.org
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	“Life can feel heavy, and Siena Retreat Center is a sanctuary that helps you reconnect with yourself while navigating both your inner and outer world.”


	Who We Are
	Our Mission
	The welcoming community of Siena Retreat Center provides retreats and programs that renew lives and deepen holistic spirituality in an environment of peace, joy, and beauty. In the spirit of the Racine Dominicans, we seek to be a catalyst for a more just and compassionate world.
	Come to the Water....
	Since 1966, Siena Retreat Center has been a sanctuary where individuals and groups find peace and inspiration. As we conclude our 60th anniversary year, we give thanks for the many people whose journeys have shaped this sacred space.
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	Celebrating 60 Years of
	Retreat Ministry!
	The afternoon of Thursday, January 29, 2026, was filled with connection, conversation, and community. Over 150 people gathered to celebrate the retreat ministry's beginnings, its flourishing in the present, and its future. Racine’s Mayor proclaimed the day "Siena Retreat Center Day!" An historical exhibit,
	60th Anniversary logo cookies, micro-retreat experiences, a lovely lounge, and delicious food helped to make the event enjoyable for long-time retreat supporters and newcomers alike.
	Community Survey Demonstrates Our Effectiveness in Fulfilling Spiritual Needs

	Our Mission Lived Out
	The Chicago Meditates Group Finds Support for the Inner Life at Siena Retreat Center
	When members Chicago Meditates find that something in their lives calls them to take time apart from the busyness of everyday life, they make the decision to come for a retreat.
	“There is a ‘ripeness’ for spiritual
	insight that often occurs when the distraction of noise is released and there
	is an extended period of openness to what lies in the depths of the heart and soul,” explains group contact person Steve Starr.
	The group’s silent retreat spans three and a half days.
	“There is support for gentle movement into our inner lives,” shares Steve, “by the
	natural world we see on the Siena campus,
	The Chicago Meditates group brings “a new way of seeing” to their communities after their silent retreats at Siena Retreat Center.

	by the staff who graciously support our efforts with their kindness, and by the spiritual community of Dominican sisters who have devoted a lifetime to prayerful reflection. A silent retreat at Siena can be a doorway into a new way of seeing that changes how life unfolds after people leave retreat.”

	Quiet Days for Renewal Reflect Hunger for Silence
	Over the last few years, we have seen a steady increase in the number of people coming to this sacred space for their own individual retreats. Our popular Quiet Days for Renewal play an important role in introducing people to the experience of retreat.
	Now in their second year, our Quiet Days for Renewal are 24-hour silent directed retreats. Retreatants gather at the beginning and the end of the time for shared prayer and reflection. Each person has the option of a one-hour spiritual guidance session with the facilitator, Vicky Curtiss. The rest of their time is spent in silence.
	Participants are introduced to a variety of spiritual practices, such as walking the labyrinth and Lectio Divina. Participants often devote time to walking through the restored prairie, resting, journaling, or writing a “nesting meditation.”
	“What I appreciated about the Quiet Day for Renewal retreat was the opportunity to be in silence, the loose structure, the ideas for how to spend our time in silence (with the flexibility to decide on our own) meeting with Vicky for spiritual guidance, and the space - the labyrinth, prairie, lake, meditation and prayer room, and the creativity room with its art supplies. The silence, beauty, and simplicity of this retreat center are great."



	Siena Retreat Center by the Numbers
	Our overall budget total for fiscal year 2025/2026 was approximately $1.7million.
	Income
	Program Revenue ................................60%
	Contributed Rent .................................20%
	Donations.............................................. 9%
	Grants ................................................... 5%
	Investment Income .............................. 3%
	Bookstore Revenue .............................. 3%

	Expenses
	Salaries, Stipends, and Benefits ..............44%
	Contributed Rent ...................................22%
	Building Maintenance ...........................11%
	Food & Laundry .....................................10%
	Fees & Other Expenses .......................... 9%
	Bookstore Expenses ............................... 2%
	Scholarships ............................................ 2%
	Number of people served through:

	2,059
	Hosted Retreatants

	2,231
	Sponsored Retreatants

	440
	Private Retreatants
	Self-guided Sabbaticals

	314
	Spiritual Guidance Sessions
	Scholarships Awarded

	5,053 Lives Touched!
	Supported by:
	510
	2,618
	Donors
	Volunteer Hours



	Volunteers
	In Memory of Sr. Rita Lui
	December 22, 1936
	February 4, 2026
	2026 Gifts Made in Memory of Sr. Rita
	"Rita's was a very non-egoic way of operating. It was all about the other. This manifested in her being an excellent listener, encouraging the other to know themselves more deeply while feeling cared for."
	- Tom Buhler
	"Sister Rita Lui assumed the role of leader of the Siena Retreat Program with enthusiasm, combined with a huge dose of hospitality. The programs were expanded, with attendees from far and wide. She will always be remembered as a Bright Light in her community and beyond, touching so many hearts with her grace-filled persona. Well done, dear Rita. May you now rest in peace."
	- Renée Billman


	Thank You to Our Supporters
	In Celebration of the 2026 Racine Dominican Jubilarians
	In Honor of Carol Brunner, SSND
	In Memory of Cindy Schlei
	In Memory of Dorothy Ann Greiber, OP
	In Honor of Carter Eichten
	In Memory of James Ruben
	In Honor of Connie Eberly
	In Memory of Janice Chaney
	In Honor of Dolores Catanach, OP
	In Memory of John Payton
	In Honor of Esther Szambelan, OP, and Rose Marie Dischler, OP
	In Memory of Katherine and Emmanuel Miller
	In Honor of the Founders of
	Siena Retreat Center
	In Honor of Freda
	In Honor of Kathleen Bohn, OP
	In Honor of Kathy Slesar, OP
	In Honor of Ki Wirtz Lindgren and Faith and Howard Wirtz
	In Memory of Kathryn Madol
	In Memory of Lloyd and Bette Drossart
	In Memory of María Alicia Zuñiga
	In Memory of Mary Ellen Bianco
	In Memory of Mary Vaughn, OP
	In Memory of Matthew and Margaret Schneider
	In Honor of Matthew Lin
	In Memory of Patrick Fogarty
	In Honor of Miriam Brown, OP
	In Honor of Rev. Ron Gramza
	In Memory of Amelia Marie Reyes, OP
	In Memory of Anne Frontier
	In Memory of Bart J. Mosele
	In Memory of the Racine
	Dominicans Heavenly Sisters
	In Memory of Sr. Ann Regis
	In Memory of Theresa Stancato
	In Memory of William J. Fervoy

	Thank You to Our Supporters
	As Siena Retreat Center celebrates 60 years of embracing its mission of renewing lives and deepening holistic spirituality, we do so with deep gratitude for the vision, generosity, and wisdom of the Racine Dominicans and other dedicated people who established this retreat ministry in this sacred place.
	As we look toward the future, the Retreat Center is building the financial strength necessary to operate independently and sustain its mission by taking on more stewardship of the retreat building. Achieving this will require growth in hospitality, expanded programming, and strengthening the philanthropic partnership with those who further the Retreat Center’s mission.

	Thank You to Our Supporters
	Thank You to Our Supporters
	Perfect Harmony Chorus from Madison, Wisconsin, was our featured group for our annual Spring Benefit Concert.
	Thank You to Our Spring Concert Supporters

	“There is nothing like letting the world wash away for a few days to clear your mind and clarify your values. This can happen at Siena because of its quiet, calm, lovely environment. In a world of "I should...." all day, here at Siena, it's more about peace and refueling. It's like taking a vitamin for your soul."
	- Individual Retreatant
	www.SienaRetreatCenter.org
	5637 Erie Street
	Racine, WI 53402
	(262) 898-2590
	retreats@sienaretreatcenter.org

