


I am excited to share with you about the wonderful year Siena Retreat Center had fulfilling its

mission to be a catalyst for peace, justice, and compassion! The need for a space to find meaning and

peace and to cultivate justice and harmony remain strong, as new groups and individuals continue to

find us. When I think of this past year, many special moments come to mind.

[ think of the woman who shared, “at this retreat, I learned for the first time what it felt like

to be loved.”

I think of the Spiritual Guidance Training Program graduate who told me,

“this Program helped me find the me inside of me.”

I think of the scholarship recipient who wrote, “this will be my second
retreat at Siena Retreat Center. The first changed my life.”

This is possible

“I always return to Siena
because I am in love
with the concert that the
lake allows me to be a
part of each year. It is
God inviting me to
embrace His love
through the music and
beauty that God provides
for me each time. “

Claire Anderson
Executive Director

“A special thank you for all the
work you do - Siena Retreat
Center has provided amazing and

!”

uplifting experiences in my life

“I was at both the old and the new retreat centers.

This is my happy place and “God’s beach house.”

I smile and say a prayer of thanks every time I

turn onto the road leading to the retreat center.”
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Mission: The welcoming community of
Siena Retreat Center provides retreats and
programs that renew lives and deepen holistic
spirituality in an environment of peace, joy,
and beauty. In the spirit of the Racine
Dominicans, we seek to be a catalyst for a
more just and compassionate world.

The seeds of Siena Retreat Center were sown
in 1966, when several area women gathered
to discuss the societal shifts of the 1960s and
the ideas initiated by the Catholic Church’s

Second Vatican Council. Today, the Center

serves over 6,000 people annually through
sponsored, hosted, and private retreats,
as well as spiritual direction.




Staff Updates

We welcomed four new staff to the team! From left to right, Jessica Luebbering, Arrangements
Coordinator, Tracie Feest, Business Manager, and Monique Rollins, Housekeeper. Not pictured is
Judi Grauberger, who also joined our housekeeping team. We’re excited for the gifts and care they
bring, helping ensure a welcoming community and smooth operations for all who come for renewal.

In May, several staft attended a retreat at the
Norbertine Center for Spirituality in De Pere, WI,
alongside colleagues from the Upper Midwest
Association of Retreat and Spirituality Centers. It was a
valuable chance to connect, compare notes, and
explore how we can better serve our communities.
Through thoughtful discussions, shared experiences,
and quiet reflection, our team gained new insights and
inspiration that will help strengthen our programs,

deepen our impact, and bring even more support and

care to our community.
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Private
Retreats

Many communities, organizations, and circles of friends find
Siena Retreat Center to be a welcoming setting for their own
gatherings. In the past year, 2,253 participants joined us for
Hosted Retreats, representing groups from church
communities, meditation circles, nonprofits, religious
communities, and many more. They discovered the
spaciousness and inspiration of our lakeside environment.
Whether coming together for reflection, planning, or creative
exploration, groups are supported by our comfortable facilities,
nourishing meals, and the quiet beauty of the shoreline.

The Siena Retreat Center Bookstore offers a carefully curated
selection of resources to inspire reflection and renewal. Visitors
discover books on spirituality, creativity, and social and
ecological justice, along with fair-trade and handcrafted items
such as weavings, singing bowls, cards, artwork and other gift
items that extend the retreat experience and invite a spirit of
mindfulness into daily life.

Private Retreats offer individuals the gift of quiet reflection,
rest, and spiritual renewal. Each retreatant can shape their own
experience through prayer, journaling, meditation, or
contemplative walks along the Lake Michigan shoreline within
a peaceful environment. These self-guided retreats provide a
space to pause, listen, and deepen one’s awareness of the
Divine in everyday life. Many retreatants return again and
again, finding that even a single day of solitude can spark lasting
insight, renewed energy, and a sense of connection

to the larger rhythm of life. This past year we welcomed 289
private retreatants to the center!



Sabbaticals offer an extended period of time for deep renewal,
reflection, and spiritual growth. They are designed for
individuals seeking to step away from daily responsibilities,
discern life transitions, or engage more fully in creative,
spiritual, or professional work. Participants follow a self-guided
rhythm, combining prayer, study, writing, artistic practice, and
contemplative exploration. Each sabbatical provides the time
and space to listen more deeply, gain clarity, and return with
renewed insight, purpose, and energy for their next chapter.

Spiritual Guidance provides one-on-one support for those
seeking to deepen their awareness of the Divine in everyday
life. Trained guides walk alongside retreatants, offering
attentive listening, reflection, and encouragement. The

Spiritual Guidance Training Program equips individuals to Spiritual

serve as guides themselves, combining instruction, practice, and Guidance
mentorship. Each cohort explores the principles and practices of
compassionate listening, discernment, and contemplative
presence, preparing participants to ofter this sacred ministry

while continuing to grow in their own spiritual lives.

Sponsored Retreats offer guided programs on spirituality,
creativity, social justice, and personal growth. Led by a skilled
and diverse group of facilitators, these retreats provide

experiences that encourage reflection, learning, and connection
Sponsored

with others. Participants engage in workshops, discussion,
Retreats

prayer, and creative practices, exploring ideas that deepen
awareness and foster meaningful change. These retreats foster
community, insight, and inspiration, helping participants carry
the lessons and renewal of the retreat into their daily lives.



Sponsored Retreat Programs

This year, Siena Retreat Center hosted over 100 sponsored retreats, welcoming 2,717 participants.
Programs addressed a wide range of themes, including spirituality, social justice, creativity, interfaith
traditions, and the challenges of living with integrity in our complex world. Retreats were offered in

varied formats, from one-time conversations and daylong gatherings to multi-day retreats, making them
accessible to people at many points along their spiritual journey.
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Some retreats created space for reflection on everyday practices, like how a simple cup of coffee connects
us to farmers, ecosystems, and global trade. Others drew from Indigenous wisdom, as participants learned
from James Pete in The Anishinaabe Approach to the Circle of Life about cultural traditions, resilience, and
healing for the next seven generations, and from Gerald Farinas in The Healing Practice of Ho’oponopono,
a Hawaiian prayer of reconciliation and forgiveness. These experiences deepened awareness and
appreciation of diverse spiritual traditions, inviting participants to walk more gently and reverently
with creation and one another.

We also welcomed widely known voices in contemporary spirituality. In Cosmic Spirituality in an
Expanding Universe, Dr. Brian Swimme explored the great unfolding story of the cosmos, while Mark
Nepo’s presentation, The Power of Friendship, invited retreatants to embrace kinship and the deep safety of
connection. Together, these two programs drew well over one hundred participants, each discovering
new ways of holding both awe and intimacy as spiritual practices in today’s world.

Annual Spring Benefit Concert with Peter Mayer

Siena Retreat Center’s Annual Spring Benefit Concert welcomed

over 218 guests for a performance by folk singer and songwriter Peter
Mayer. Best known for his song Blue Boat Home, Mayer has been
described as “a philosopher, a theologian, a humorist, a poet, a wise man,
and a minstrel.” His music, rooted in wonder and attentive to the sacred in

everyday life, offered the audience a rich blend of reflection and delight.

The event was also a great success, raising over $18,000 to support our
mission thanks to the generosity of donors, silent auction bidders, and our
corporate sponsors (listed on page 14).




Launching our Self-Guided Sabbatical Experience

This year, Siena Retreat Center proudly launched our new self-guided Sabbatical space, offering
individuals the gift of extended time for reflection, prayer, discernment, and creative work. A sabbatical is
an extended retreat, typically from ten nights to twelve weeks, set aside for rest, renewal, and deeper
listening. At Siena Retreat Center, sabbaticants shape their own rhythm of prayer, study, writing, walking
in nature, or simple stillness, supported by weekly spiritual guidance. Sabbaticals are especially meaningful
for those in life transitions, discerning new directions, completing creative projects, or seeking spiritual
renewal. This new offering reflects our mission to be a sanctuary of peace and growth, meeting the needs
of people in today’s fast-paced, demanding world.

Our first sabbaticants came with a wide variety of hopes and intentions. Some sought clarity about next
steps in their vocation, listening deeply for the spirit’s guidance. Others arrived after seasons of change, in
need of healing and a peaceful environment to restore balance. One sabbaticant wove prayer and
reflection together with the writing of a new book, while another came after years of ministry leadership,
seeking renewal for the journey ahead. Each discovered a thythm of rest, reflection, and restoration
uniquely their own. Their experiences affirm that sabbaticals provide more than rest, they offer space for
profound personal transformation.

In our inaugural year, we welcomed our first 4 sabbaticants who stayed for a total of 123 nights with us at
the center! We hope that each found in Siena Retreat Center a place of insight and new possibility. As
word spreads, we look forward to expanding this program, continuing to offer self-guided sabbatical
space as a vital expression of our ministry.

Sabbaticant Spotlzght Deborah L. Rodriguez

“They were kind, accommodating and responded to my
needs quickly. They became like family. They even left

their home on a Friday night—already in their pajamas—
to unlock my door because I lost my key! As someone
who needs quiet to spark creativity, Siena provided the
peaceful environment where I accomplished most of my
writing. My experience as a new author at the beautiful
lakeside Siena Retreat Center was one which far exceeded
my expectations. What unfolded while there? It's in my
book, Unveiled Identity: From Insignificance to Embracing
Your Royal Identity in Christ, found on Amazon soon!”

UNVEILED
IDENTITY
o i

https://authordeborahrodriguez.com/
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Volunteers continue to be an essential part of life at Siena
Retreat Center, offering warm hospitality and generous
service in countless ways. Over the past year, volunteers
contributed an incredible 2,717 hours of service — staffing
the front desk to check in retreatants and help them feel
welcome, serving meals in the dining room, answering
phone calls, assisting in the bookstore, and lending a hand
with special projects around the center and grounds.

“Volunteers are the heart of hospitality,” says Debbie Giese,

Director of Hospitality. “They help each guest feel at home and cared for from the moment they arrive.”
Through their presence and dedication, volunteers not only support the daily rhythms of the retreat center
but also help create the spirit of calm and connection that so many guests cherish. Every act of service, no
matter how small, contributes to the sacred and welcoming atmosphere that defines Siena Retreat Center.

Volunteer Spotlight: Joyce Sinkula

A dining room volunteer since 2021, Joyce brings warmth and
hospitality to every retreat meal. She often serves alongside her
husband and even introduced a friend to join the volunteer
team. “I have been a dining room volunteer at Siena for over six
years. | have always found the staft easy to work with and the
people coming for retreats friendly and easy to serve!” she
shares. Living nearby, she adds, “Siena Retreat Center is such a

beautiful, peaceful place... I guess you can say we’re neighbors!”
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Donors listed on these pages are
acknowledged for having made a gift
between September 1, 2024, and
August 31, 2025.

Every effort has been made to ensure
accuracy. If you notice an error,
please bring it to our attention.
Thank you!



“Stena offers time and space to hear God’s
whispers louder and clearer! I've had so many
spiritual experiences while taking walks at
Siena Retreat Center. It’s truly Holy Ground!”
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