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“I’m grateful for
having this center
available for us to
come to and be

nourished in body,
mind, and soul.”

“There is such a
feeling of peace,

contentment, and
calm the minute I see
the sign and start to

turn onto the
driveway”

“Thank you for this ministry. 
It is life-saving. 
It is life-giving.”

“The retreat center was
so peaceful and serene
and it allowed me the
opportunity to relax

and decompress after 
a recent loss.”

“A wonderful place to visit,
where the hospitality is also

warm and loving.”

Thank you for reading our 2023-2024 Annual Report. There’s something special on every page that
describes Siena Retreat Center: our natural beauty, spiritual resources, staff dedication, volunteer
willingness, presenter talent, and donor generosity. 

The Board of Directors had a productive year as we undertook new responsibilities for the long-term
sustainability and flourishing of the retreat center.

With the help of a volunteer consultant, we developed a strategic plan to consider new
possibilities, while continuing to support our current solid program offerings.
We re-energized our Building and Grounds Committee to address matters of maintenance in a
prudent and forward-looking way.
We expanded our budget to take over some operational costs from the Racine Dominican Sisters.
We named diversity and greater community engagement as goals - strategies to meet these goals
have been part of our Development, Marketing, and Ministry efforts.

As a Board we look at these activities with pride, and we pledge to remain committed to wise yet
innovative governance. We have beautiful memories of the past, solid strengths in the present, and
wonderful dreams for the future!

With Appreciation for the Siena Community and Friends,

Gloria Alt
Board President



Who We Are

Staff
Claire Anderson, Executive Director
Susan Arvai, Registrar
Vicky Curtiss, Program Director
Carmen Doubek, Housekeeper
Debbie Giese, Director of Hospitality
Larry Haas, Accountant
Christine Houdek, Business Manager
Sue McGregor, Receptionist
Christine Noelle. Director of Donor & 
                             Community Engagement
Jane Reilly, Housekeeper
Nichole Stewart, Arrangements  
                              Coordinator

Board of Directors
Gloria Alt, Board President
David Stack
Deb Kilgore Ford
Julie Larsen
Judy Melaro-Gavigan
Rev. Sue Ott-Holland
Wayne J. Marik

Mission: The welcoming community of
Siena Retreat Center provides retreats and

programs that renew lives and deepen holistic
spirituality in an environment of peace, joy,

and beauty. In the spirit of the Racine
Dominicans, we seek to be a catalyst for a

more just and compassionate world.

The seeds of Siena Retreat Center were sown
in 1966, when several area women gathered
to discuss the societal shifts of the 1960s and
the ideas initiated by the Catholic Church’s
Second Vatican Council. Today, the Center
serves over 6,000 people annually through

sponsored, hosted, and private retreats, 
as well as spiritual direction.

“All you who are thirsty, come
Come - where the Spirit stirs the waters
    to reveal the place where you stand 

as holy ground.”
- Rita M. Martin, OP

Corporate Member
M.B. Bauer Group, Inc
Chris Broslavick, OP 
Shari Geertsen
Lisa Kane, OP

Pat Mapes, OP
Maryann McMahon, OP
Kathy Slesar, OP
Jane Weiss, OP



Welcoming New Staff
Christine Noelle joined Siena Retreat Center in October 2023 as
the Director of Donor & Community Engagement. With over
ten years of experience in nonprofit program leadership and
administration throughout Southeast Wisconsin, she brings a
strong commitment to advancing Siena’s fundraising, marketing,
and community outreach efforts. 

Originally from Central Wisconsin, Christine has a background
in environmental education and sustainable food systems from
the University of Wisconsin–Stevens Point. She is also an
enrolled member of the Oneida Nation of Wisconsin, and her
spirituality is deeply rooted in the Earth and her Native heritage.

This year we held our Staff Day Away retreat at 
St. Iakovos Retreat Center, where we were joined by
Sisters Kathy Slesar, Ruthanne Reed, and Chris
Broslavick. This day allowed us, both personally and
as a team, to connect on a deeper level with the
Racine Dominican Sisters and the foundational values
of Dominican spirituality, deepening our
commitment to creating a space where individuals
find healing, reflection, and hope.

“The connection to nature here speaks to me,” Christine shares. “There’s a peacefulness here that makes
you feel grounded, and I love how Siena fully embraces and nurtures all spiritual paths.”

The sisters shared their personal stories of vocation and commitment,
reminding us of the importance of living out our values in service to
others. They highlighted the need to support those seeking healing
by always welcoming everyone and embracing diversity within our
community. They encouraged us to act in solidarity with others,
emphasizing our charge to care for the human spirit and soul. As we
move forward, we are excited to continue cultivating a welcoming
environment that honors the legacy of the Dominican community
and supports all who seek solace at Siena Retreat Center. Together,
we will carry forth the mission of compassion and understanding that
has been at the heart of our work since the center's founding.



What We Do

Last year, 311 people came to Siena Retreat Center for Private
Retreats. These self-guided retreats offer individuals time for

quiet reflection, prayer, and renewal, in a nurturing oasis on the
beautiful shoreline of Lake Michigan. 

We welcomed 2,254 people last year for Hosted Retreats. These
gatherings ranged from church groups to corporate retreats to

writing workshops, offering a warm and spacious place
for reflection, community building, and creative exploration.

Sponsored Retreats offer opportunities for spiritual growth,
reflection, and connection, led by expert facilitators and open

to the public. In the past year, 1,920 people attended these
enriching events, exploring themes including spirituality,

social justice, and personal development.

Our Bookstore offers a curated selection of spiritual and justice
books, journals, and gifts for retreatants and visitors for their

growth as spiritual pilgrims and as global activists. It serves as a
stimulating space to explore resources that inspire reflection,

creativity, and spiritual growth.



Siena Retreat Center’s Annual Spring Benefit Concert welcomed
over 250 guests for a performance by Grammy-acknowledged
songwriter Carrie Newcomer and pianist Gary Walters. Known for
her deep connection to spirituality and creativity, Carrie also led a
one-day retreat with 44 participants, offering a space for spiritual
growth through music, poetry, and reflection.

“It was pure joy to step away from everyday life 
and dive into creativity,” shared a retreat 
attendee. “Carrie’s warmth and insight made 
the experience both grounding and inspiring.”

Highlights from the year included “Thriving in Turbulent Times” with Rev. Dr. Otis Moss III, 
a grant-funded event which drew 53 participants. This event was sponsored in partnership with
Wisconsin Humanities and focused on strengthening spiritual resilience amidst racial and
economic injustice. Our “Honoring Native Peoples, Land, and Water” retreat featured 5 Native
facilitators and welcomed 24 participants eager to learn about Indigenous wisdom and
environmental justice.

Additionally, Paula D’Arcy’s popular retreat, “Setting a New Intention,” drew 54 attendees, offering
insights into deepening our purpose and connections. Dr. Reggie Williams’ five-part Zoom series,
“The Way of Jesus and Justice,” engaged 103 attendees in exploring the lives of 5 Christians whose
work for justice expressed the teachings of Jesus and the imperative to love our neighbor.

Annual Spring Benefit Concert & Retreat with Carrie Newcomer

Sponsored Retreat Programs
Last year, Siena Retreat Center hosted over 80 sponsored retreats, welcoming 1,920 participants to
explore a range of themes, including spirituality, social justice, creativity, and environmental care.
In addition to offering both in-person and virtual options, retreats varied in length from evening
sessions to daylong programs, weekend retreats to weeklong directed retreats, ensuring accessibility
while providing choices for individuals on their level of engagement with a topic.



Hosted Groups at Siena Retreat Center

Soulshine Yoga

Chicago Weekly Sitting Meditation Group

Chicago Meditates is a diverse community of meditators
who gather for special retreats at Siena Retreat Center.
Welcoming individuals from all backgrounds, the group
focuses on deepening wisdom and compassion through
meditation practice.

"Siena's setting is ideal for spiritual work," says group co-
leader Steve Starr. "The staff's attention to detail, from the
bookstore offerings to the invitation to the Sisters' chapel,
creates a truly nurturing and supportive space."

Soulshine Yoga hosts transformative retreats around the world,
including with us at Siena Retreat Center, emphasizing
serenity and self-discovery for both new and experienced
practitioners. Participants engage in intentional experiences
that foster personal growth and mindfulness.

"The energy here is amazing," says Founder Emily McDoniels.
“When you drive up, you can feel it. What an incredible
opportunity to be right on Lake Michigan, and my participants
often come to cherish the silence on the bedroom floors.”

In the past year, Siena Retreat Center proudly hosted over 90 groups, offering a serene
environment for community-building and shared experiences. Our beautiful facilities on Lake
Michigan provide an ideal setting for groups seeking reflection, creativity, and community.
Whether for a corporate retreat, a wellness workshop, or a time of stillness and renewal, our
center caters to diverse needs.

Types of groups we host: church groups, ministry events, corporate retreats, book clubs, women’s
circles, days of reflection, yoga groups, meditation groups and so much more!

These retreats vary in length, from half-day meetings to weeklong events, accommodating
groups of all sizes. Our dedicated staff provides comprehensive support, including gathering
spaces, meals, and overnight accommodations, ensuring that every group can focus on their goals
while enjoying the lakeside setting. As a nonprofit, we are committed to fostering an atmosphere
of hospitality and care, allowing guests to feel truly welcome and at home.



Volunteering

Volunteer Spotlight: Chantal Smith

Volunteers at Siena Retreat Center play a vital role in
creating a welcoming, peaceful environment for all
who visit. Last year, 35 volunteers contributed an
incredible 2,928 hours of service, greeting guests,
staffing the front desk, serving meals, and supporting
our bookstore and special projects. "I believe
hospitality is helping people feel that they’re in the
right place at the right time," says Debbie Giese,
Director of Hospitality. Volunteers embody

“When I started looking for a place to volunteer, I had
never heard of Siena Retreat Center. As I studied about
this retreat center and what it had to offer, I happened to
be on a journey of my own, seeking tranquility and
peace. It seemed like Siena was exactly where I was
supposed to be... and I found out it was! From the
beautiful grounds to the lovely people I spend time with
here, I always have the opportunity to take a big breath
and be thankful for being able to serve!” 

this spirit of hospitality, ensuring that every guest feels seen, supported, and cared for in while
at the retreat center. Volunteering at Siena is more than just helping — it's becoming part of a
community that nurtures both body and spirit. If you’re looking for a meaningful way to
give back, consider joining our team of amazing volunteers!



By the Numbers
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Thank You to our Generous Supporters
A.C. Buhler Family
Adele DiNatale-Svetnicka
Albert St. Peter
Alejandro Gonzalez
Aleta Chossek
Alexander Charitable Foundation
Alice Ehnert
Alice Hatzenbeller
Alice Jo Star
Alison Hudson
Amber Ferda
Amy Hartsough
Andrea Laszlo
Angela Martin
Angela Sczawinska
Ann Koerner
Ann Richards
Ann Sardegna
Anna Clare McDermott
Anne Andert
Anne Jurenec
Anne Lee
Anne Mattson
Anne Simon Wolf
Anne Tigan
Annette Bellm
Annette Hernandez
Annette Jo Giarrante
Anthonette Gilpatrick
Arlene Brennan
Arthur Feron
Ava Adams-Morris
Barb Althaus
Barb Cathey
Barb Corning
Barbara Bowden
Barbara Kudirka
Barbara Pearson
Barbara Peter
Barbara Pfarr
Beatrice Eichten
Belinda Cronin
Belle City Family Dentistry
Beth Hancock and Sue Nevala
Betty Brockman
Betty Jackson
Beverly Gross
Beverly Perry
Bill Streeter
Bonnie Coons
Brenda Beaulieu
Bridget Lentz
Bridget Rorem
Brightonwoods Orchard Inc.
Carl Matteson
Carol A. Zach
Carol Allen
Carol Elsholz
Carol Fox
Carol Hansen
Carol Norton
Carrie Arnold
Carrie Newcomer
Catherine Androyna
Catherine O'Connell

Catherine Vervisch
Catherine Zdziarski
Cathy Selin
Chris Vondra
Chris Wolff
Christine Olson
Christine Regan
Christine Semenow
Cindy Schlei
Claire Anderson
Claire Udell
Claire Weber
Claudia Porter
Colleen Hagen
Colleen Settles
Connie M. Knapp
Connie Molbeck
Cory Steinmetz
Courtney Bowles
Craig Bergland
Cynthia Lynne Libera
Danielle Lindstrom
Darcey Laine
Darlene Specht
Darren Utley
Dave Byrn
Dave Heiar
David Guse
David Hetzel
David Stack and Pam Downing
David Zablotney
Dawn Kelley
Deb and Jim Ford
Deb Webber
Debbie Garza
Debora Morrissey
Deborah A. Demanno
Deborah Gannon
Deborah Huml
Debra Hanson
Debra Josephson
DeeAnna Nagel
DeRose Dental Office
Diana Davello
Diana Schillinger
Diana Steinmetz
Diane Bauknecht
Diane Horne
Diane Lange
Diane M. Lane
Diane Rapozo
Diane Walsh Franco
Dick Niggemann
Dillett Mechanical Service Inc.
Donna Bartolone
Donna Chenoweth
Donna Mosca
Dora Artega
Dorothy Ann Greiber
Donna Bartolone
Donna Chenoweth
Donna Mosca
Dora Artega
Dorothy Ann Greiber
Dorothy Cieskus

Dorothy Siehr
E.C. Styberg Foundation
Eileen Walter
Eilleen McGeady
Eleanor Hoppe
Elizabeth Ann Yocius
Elizabeth Clemmitt
Elizabeth Davis
Elizabeth Evans
Ellen Mommaerts
Erica Wiest
Erika Wagner-Martin
Erin Grana Giernoth
Erin McAuley
Esther Letven
Evelyn Lins
Evelyn Spagnuolo
Faith Wirtz
Felicia Nelson
Fiduciary Management, Inc.
Frances Hoffman
Frank and Jackie Dettloff
Frederick Cross
Gabriela Moersfelder
Gail Grenier Sweet
Gail Ihnen
Gail Jacobsen
Gale Martin
Gary Churchill
George Sparrow
Gerald Ambrose & Colleen McGeady-Ambrose
Gloria Alt
Gloria McIelwain
Glorivette Albino
Goodshop
Gordon Carncross
Gordon Food Service
Grand Foundation
Gregory Webster
Heather Fitzpatrick
Helen Crevier
Herb Katt
Holly Steffes
Ilene Berns-Zare
Jackie Fosselman
Jackie Landers
Jaime Green
Jamie Deering
Jamie Mullen
Jan Zeller
Jana Larkin
Jane Powell
Jane Supri
Janet Arnold
Janet Marie Gagan
Janet McGeady
Janet Page
Janet Pratt
Janice Teichert
Jean Berens
Jean Black
Jean Kapp
Jean Meyers
Jeanette Lampley
Jeanne Connolly

Jeff Lavis
Jenni Antonicic
Jennifer LeBlanc
Jennifer Parker Wrzeszcz
Jennifer Rupp
Jennifer Weinert
Jessica MacPhail
Jill Varick
Jim Mosier
Joan Abrams
Joan Gozdziewski
Joan Mizwicki
Joan Ryzner
Joanne Pitterle
Joanne Ramaker
Joe Burke
Joe Erjavec
John Fitzpatrick
John Parkolap
Johnson Financial Group
Jomarie Zielke
Jon Fischer
Jon Gunderson
Joseph Haas
Joyce Guinn
Juanita Mast
Judith Gregory
Judith Hahn
Judith Heck
Judy Melaro-Gavigan
Judy Radtke
Juergen Zirnstein
Julia Isaacs
Julia Reed
Julie Bryson
Julie Kanak
Julie Larsen
Julie Mark
Julie Munson
Julie Ojeda
Justine Kane
Karen Ann Bing
Karen Casanova
Karen Commons
Karen Hofmeister
Karen Urben
Karin Wells
Karla Hansen
Kate Curtis
Kate Strosahl-Johnson
Katherine Barth
Katherine Hambley
Katherine Lawler
Kathie Tilot
Kathleen Beebe
Kathleen Gotz
Kathleen Long
Kathleen Luty
Kathryn Dodson
Kathryn Owen
Kathy Andrews
Kathy Angeli
Kathy Krewald
Kathy Loomos Ostry
Kathy Luty



Katie Heinen
Katie Schober
Kay Shackelford
Kaye Glennon
Kelley Roncke
Kelly Tsenes
Ken Pitterle
Kevin McCabe
Kim DeVecchis
Kimmy Gaul
Kirk Malnor
Kriete Truck Centers
Kristin Sandersen
Lakesha Davis
Laura Bianco
Laura Hancock
Laura Vaughan
Laurel Stravers
Laurel Walkowiak
Laurie Bartoletti
Laurie Lee Hittman
Laurie Rabl
Lee Rafferty
Leeann Enright
Leslie Babcox
Leslie Wright
Linda Check
Linda Clewell
Linda Jackim
Linda Lucas
Linda Sheridan
Linda Sturm
Linea Golla
Lisa Boone
Lisa Hubler
Lisa Jones
Lisa Puma
Liz Keuffer
Lois Riley
Lois Warrington
Lolly Dominski
Lora Longo
Lorrie Harder
Lorrita Verhey, SSND
Lucia Murtaugh
Lydia Fervoy
Lynn Claire Neu
Lynn Ollswang
M3 Insurance Solutions, Inc
Madeline Dederich
Madison Investments
Magdalena Mcelroy
Manuela Romero
Marcia & Tom Buhler
Marcia Hutjens
Margaret (Maggie) Schmid
Margaret (Peg) Schneider
Margaret Armstrong
Margaret Breckenfeld
Margaret Seidl Tackes
Margie Ferstl
Marguerite Thompson
Maria Avila
Maria Ferreira
Maria Kelly

Maria Lahey
Marian Farrior
Mariann Strangeland
Marianne Soldavini
Marilyn Ottum
Marilyn S. Keare
Marion Huettner
Marjorie Nixon
Marjorie Schwebel
Mark Blagec
Marry Ann Kehoe
Martha Coons
Martha Ross-Mockaitis
Martin Carney
Marty Carney
Mary Alana Operhall
Mary Ann Camosy
Mary Burke-Peterson
Mary Connolly
Mary Dickey
Mary Elizabeth Kunz
Mary Hauke
Mary Hiteman
Mary Houseman
Mary Kay Schneider
Mary Kieffer, OP
Mary Kuhn
Mary Kunz
Mary Linda Jaczynski
Mary Lou Leitner
Mary Olson
Mary Rath
Mary Rita Fitzpatrick
Mary Sandgren
Mary Sherman
Mary T. Schneider
Maryann McMahon
MaryBeth Aldrich
Maryjo Hubick
Marylen Marty
Maureen and Everett Rice
MB Kallio
Meagan Gauri
Meg Georgevich
Melanie Crawford
Melanie Hammond Clark
Melodee Markee
Michael Anderson
Michael Frontier
Michael Houle
Michele Hempel
Mike Merz
Miles Vilski
Miller's Flowers
Miriam Lytle
Missey Isely-Poltrock
Myrel Cooke
Nancy Diekmann
Nancy Eggert
Nancy L Bauer-King
Nancy Mathias
Nancy Moskal
Nancy Streitmatter
Nancy Witt
Nerissa Brueckbauer

Nikki Fisher
Nora Macins-Pavao
Palmisano Family Irrevocable Trust
Pam Morton
Pamela Hansen Ruben
Patricia Burke
Patricia Ontko
Patty Pipia
Paul Mach
Paul Rutkowski
Paula Amenta
Paula D'Arcy - Red Bird Foundation
Paula Laboe
Paula Miller
Paula and Paul Voelkel
Peggy Voss
Peggy Weber
Penny Haney
Peter Johnson
Phyllis Verhaalen
Piggly Wiggly - Erie St
Rachel Trobaugh
Racine Community Foundation, Inc
Racine Dominican Sisters
Racine Interfaith Coalition
Randolph Pratt
Ray and Cecilia Johnson
Rebecca Alberts
Reefpoint Brew House
Regan Burke
Renate Reichs
Renee Billman
Rev. Robert Cathey
Ri' Witer
Richard DeCleene
Richard Dorothy Gregory
Richard Kauffman
Richard Woelfel
Rita Griffiths
Rita Lui, OP
Rita Specht
Robert Alpers
Robert Crouch
Robert W. Baird & Co
Robin Smerchek
Robn Kumiega
Roger C Hansen
Rosalie Lauer
Rose Pearson
Roseann Mason
Rosemarie Colletta
Rosie Blackburn
Ross Crawford Veitch
Roxanne Alexander
Roxanne Ciatti
Roy Leschinsky
Ruth and John Hoenick
Ruth Bell
Ruth Fleischmann
Ryan Sattler
Sally Stanton
Sandi Walden
Sandra Graham
Sandra Gray-Rohan
Sandra Janowski

Sandy Murphy
Sarah Wilson
SC Johnson & Son, Inc
Shane Tytenicz
Sharon Brickman
Sharon Friend
Sharon Thyne
Shelagh Donoghue
Sherri Price
Sister Shirley Stockus
Sisters of St. Dominic
Sisters of St. Rita, OSA
Sr. Angela Szczawinska
Sr. Kathleen McClelland, RSM
St. Mary of the Annunciation
Stephanie Blatchley
Sue Ott-Holland and James Holland
Sue Shepard
Sunny Dugas
Sunny Lopez
Susan Angell
Susan Ann Adrians
Susan Cooper
Susan Haller
Susan Kindschi
Susan Noyes
Susan Perry
Susan Sheldon
Susan Stoodt
Susan Towne
Suzanne Mills Wemm
Suzanne Moscicke
Suzanne Mutchie
Tammy Motin
Tanya Parchuta
Teresa J. Lafferty
Teri Sandler
Terrie and Greg Maki
Terry Sadolsky
Theresa A. Gapp
Theresa Villar
Therese Malischke
Tim O'Brien
Tom Keller
Tom Kelley
Tracy Anne Hamblet
Tracy Gunderson
Tracy Mitchell
Tri City National Bank
Wisconsin Humanities
Vanessa Wilson
Vicky Curtiss
Victoria S. Schmidt
Vivian Giddings
Wayne J. Marik
Wendy Hardin Hermann
Wendy Murray
Wendy Romero
William Bullock

And many more donors who
wish to remain anonymous!

Donors listed on these pages are acknowledged for having made a gift between September 1, 2023, and August 31, 2024. 
Every effort has been made to ensure accuracy. If you notice an error, please bring it to our attention. Thank you!



Siena Retreat Center
5637 Erie Street
Racine, WI 53402

(262) 898-2590
retreats@sienaretreatcenter.org
www.sienaretreatcenter.org

“This is such a welcoming place,
 a place for people to come and be who they are meant to be. 

This place helps people come home to themselves.”


