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“Being a spiritual guide has been a 
calling to serve others; being the 
conduit between the seeker and the 
Spirit. It is an honor and a privilege to 
be able to sit with 
someone and witness 
the power of the Spirit 
working in their lives.” 

—Marilyn Kortendick 
 

“Being open to serve as 
an affiliate spiritual guide at Siena is 
simply an outflow of gratitude for 
being a participant of the sacred 
circle of Spiritual Guidance 
Training. Here I received a rich supply 
of wisdom from gifted teachers. 
Being available to be 
present with another at 
Siena is a way of saying 
thank you to those I 
deeply respect.” 

—Mark Petersen 
 

“It is not unusual to come away from 
a retreat feeling on a high. The 
challenge is to incorporate the 
insights one has received into one’s 
everyday life. The affiliate spiritual 
director program offers a tool for 
further exploring the insights and 
invitations one has 
received, a pathway for 
watering the seeds one 
has planted and 
nurturing their 
growth.” 

—Stephanie Mondello 

Spiritual Guidance has been a 
consistent resource offered by Siena 
Retreat Center as a way for people 
to engage deeply in their spiritual 
life. To better meet the needs of 
those seeking spiritual guidance, in 
this past year we launched our 
Affiliate Spiritual Guide program. 

Affiliate Spiritual Guides are 
trained listeners from our 
surrounding communities—many of 
whom have been trained as guides 
through Siena Retreat Center’s own 
Spiritual Guidance Training 
Program—who are available to meet 
with those scheduling sessions at 
Siena Retreat Center.  

“We now have 15 experienced 
guides who will travel to Siena to 
meet with those who request 
spiritual guidance sessions while on 
retreat or with those who are 
looking for ongoing spiritual 

guidance,” explains Nicki Nelson, 
Director of Spiritual Guidance 
Initiatives. 

Each of these guides brings 
unique gifts, wisdom, and 
personal spiritual journeys.  This 
variety enriches the presence of 
spiritual guidance at Siena Retreat 
Center. 

“Having this breadth of 
experience to draw from allows 
for a process of prayerful 
reflection and discernment so that 
each seeker can be intentionally 
matched with an affiliate spiritual 
guide based on the particularities 
of their desires,” Nelson 
continues. “This has been a 
wonderful gift to both the seekers 
and the guides.” 

Spiritual Guidance Ministry Expands Reach, Opportunity for Spiritual Growth  

Participants in the August 2023 weekend 

retreat for spiritual guides pose for a group 

photo. “This was a very nourishing weekend 

for my soul,” shared one participant.  “The 

community of women fed my spirit,” 

commented another. 

Number of spiritual 

guidance appointments 

during the 2022-2023 

program year 



Volunteer Highlights Siena Retreat Center Welcomes New Staff 
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Debbie Giese began working as our 
Volunteer and Guest Service 
Coordinator in May of 2023. Debbie 
recently graduated from Central Baptist 
Theological Seminary in Shawnee,   

 Kansas, with a Masters in  Divinity 
and a certificate in peace and 
justice. Debbie considers her 
role at Siena Retreat Center a 
perfect mix of her seminary 
and ministerial background 
and her professional background in restaurants and 
hospitality.  

Part of her draw to Siena is our commitment to 
peace and justice. “I feel a strong connection to 
everyone who works here and to what is going on,” 
explains Debbie. “I value our inclusivity and getting 
to support people doing good work in the world.” 

Our volunteers are an inspiration to Debbie 
because they are passionate about what Siena 
Retreat Center does and believe in its mission. 

Debbie has lived most of her life in southeastern 
Wisconsin and currently lives in Waukesha. Her 
hobbies include reading, being outdoors, and 
spending time with loved ones. 
 

Christine Houdek began 
working as our Business 
Manager in February of 2023.  

Our previous Business Manager, Judy 
Gavigan, told Christine about the 
position and recommended her for it. 
Judy had been Christine’s supervisor 
when they worked for Ascension Health 
Care.  

Christine has worked as a certified 
surgical technologist and as office manager and front desk 
receptionist at Ascension Health Care. She was drawn to 
Siena Retreat Center because she wanted to broaden her 
horizons as a business manager in a less stressful 
environment. Christine enjoys working here because of her 
co-workers and the atmosphere they create.  

Christine has lived in Caledonia for nineteen years. She is 
married with one son and two grandchildren. Her hobbies 
include baking, knitting, crocheting, and cross-stitch. She also 
loves to travel with her husband, especially in the tropics, 

Siena Retreat Center is what it is because of the 
dedication of our volunteers.  

Our partnership with Lakeside Curative Services, for 
example, provides practical help for our housekeeping team. 
Each week eight to ten volunteers, along with their staff 
coordinator, bundle our 
sheet sets and towels so 
that our housekeepers can 
just “grab and go.” We are 
thankful for their smiles 
and enthusiasm. This is a 
group we know we can 
count on not only to do a 
task, but also to brighten 
our day.   

Siena Retreat Center  
is a featured volunteer 
partner with AmeriCorps 

 
 
 

Senior. Many of our volunteers are retired, although most 
retired people will say they wonder how they ever had time 
to work! 

We are very thankful for the skill sets they bring to their 
service here. Patience, wisdom, and dedication to our mission 
mean that we can all take pride in serving our guests. 

From the first stop at the front desk to purchasing the 
perfect book to read from the Bookstore to finishing the day 
with dinner from our catering partner, interacting with our 
volunteers is a key aspect of a Siena Retreat Center stay.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

“I love volunteering in the 
dining room. I leave with 

a bigger smile than I came 
in with. The  people lift 

my spirits.” 
 

—Dawn Wollersheim 

Lakeside Curative Services team members fold 

laundry to help with our housekeeping operations. 

Hours donated by volunteers 
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Number of People Served 

2022-2023 by the Numbers 

people attended a retreat we hosted 

new bereavement companions 

were trained 

people came for a 

private retreat 
people attended a 

retreat we offered 

Graduates of our 

2021-2022 Spiritual 

Guidance Training 

Program 

50%

4%
6%

7%

1%

9%

2%

21%

Income 

Expenses 

Retreat Program Revenue Bookstore Revenue

Interest Income Donations

Other Grants Racine Dominican Mission Fund Grant

Fundraising/Development Contributed Rent

Our overall budget total for the year was approximately $1,500,000. 



Sincere Thanks To Our Generous Donors 

Debra Gustafson 
Debra Mickelsen 
Deidre Montgomery 
Dena Lieberman 
Diana Burns 
Diana Schillinger 
Diane Lane 
Diane Peters 
Dick Lesnian 
Dick Niggemann 
Dillett Mechanical Service Inc. 
Donna Bartolone 
Dorothy Ann Greiber, OP 
Dorothy Gregory 
Dorothy Siehr 
E.C. Styberg Foundation 
Edith Hudson 
Eileen Anderson 
Elaine Linn 
Elena Cabral 
Elizabeth Clemmitt 
Eric Simpson 
Erika Wagner-Martin 
Esther Letven 
Ethel Puno 
Evelyn Lins, OP 
Everett Rice 
Ewa Pankratz 
Frances Hoffman, OP 
Gabriela Moersfelder 
Gail Grenier Sweet 
Gail Hemm 
Gail Ross 
Gale Martin 
Gerda Moehler 
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Gloria McIelwain 
Gloria Pérez 
Goodshop 
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Holly Miller 
Howard Haase 
James Piper 
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Jane Clare Ishiguro 
Jane Czarnezki 
Jane Eesley 
Jane Fonk 
Jane Kassens 
Jane Powell 
Jane Wiederholt 
Janet Carter 

Betty Mantsch 
Beverly Gross 
Beverly Zell 
Bill Garvey 
Bill Streeter 
Bonnie Coons 
Brad Moersfelder 
Brenda Thomas 
Bucyrus Foundation Matching Gifts 
Buzz Thome 
Cameron Lynne MacDonald 
Candice Haight 
Carol Brunner 
Carol Elsholz 
Carol Feuerstein 
Carol Moertl 
Carol Norton 
Carol Zach 
Carolyn Schaefer 
Catherine Androyna 
Catherine DeMers 
Catherine Gundlach 
Catherine Horzewski 
Catherine Mickelson 
Catie Melnik 
Cecilia Whitacre 
Charity on Top Foundation, Inc. 
Charles Austin 
Charlesetta Jackson 
Chris Evon 
Chris Purdy 
Chris Waddle 
Christina Olstad 
Christine Breuer 
Christine Regan 
Cindy Ulrich 
Claire Anderson 
Colleen McGeady-Ambrose 
Colleen Terry 
Connie Eberly 
Connie Knapp 
Connie Molbeck 
Connie Tuazon 
Craig Bergland 
Darren Utley 
David Hetzel 
David Johnson 
David Stack 
David Zablotney 
Dawn Tomaszewski 
Debbie Arroyo 
Debbie Keil 
Deborah Byers 
Deborah Demanno 
Deborah Ford 
Deborah Gannon 

Abbvie 
Abigail Kellermann 
Adriane Pippins 
Alan Sedivy 
Albert St. Peter 
Alberto Bustoz 
Alice Beezat 
Alice Hatzenbeller 
Alice Jo Star 
Alice McCormick 
Alice Pittz, OP 
Alice Star 
Allison Wright 
AmazonSmile Foundation 
Amber Ferda 
Amber Nichols 
Amy Pellettiere 
Andrew Fitzpatrick 
Angela Langdon 
Anita Maria Rodriguez 
Anita Thies 
Ann Bira 
Ann Crothers 
Ann Flattum 
Ann Kelley 
Ann Kowaliczko 
Ann Marie Palmisano 
Ann Richards 
Ann Sardegna 
Ann Wirtz 
Anna Clare McDermott 
Anna Clementi 
Anne Curley 
Anne Jarosz 
Anne Mattson 
Anne Tigan 
Annette Bellm 
Annette Hernandez 
Annette Jo Giarrante 
Arlyn Miller 
Aspasia Palios 
Barb Cathey 
Barbara Althaus 
Barbara Corning 
Barbara Kudirka 
Barbara Marden 
Barbara Niemeyer 
Barbara Pearson 
Barbara Pettibone 
Barbara Suprak 
Barbara Ullrich 
Beatrice Eichten, OSF 
Belinda Chandler 
Ben Brzeski 
Beth Hancock 
Betty Brockman 

Janet Marie Gagan 
Janet McGeady 
Janet Payne 
Janet Trzaska 
Janet Weyker 
Janet Wright 
Janice Zeller 
Jean Berens 
Jean Black 
Jeanne Connolly 
Jeanne DeSimone Sieger 
Jeannine Gramick 
Jennifer Campbell 
Jennifer Cramer 
Jennifer Rose 
Jennifer Weinert 
Jenny DeVivo 
Jill Nowlen 
Jim Kruse 
Jim Mosier 
Joan Conover 
Joan DeCleene 
Joan Gozdziewski 
Joan Ryzner 
Joan Shaw 
Joan Shrout 
Joann Hansen 
Joanne McCormick 
Joanne Pitterle 
Jody Spencer 
JoEllen Burns 
John Skrodinsky 
Jomarie Zielke 
Jon Fischer 
Jon Gunderson 
Jori Chambers 
Joseph Haas 
Joseph Kiriaki 
Joy Szopinski 
Joyce Guinn 
Judith Gregory 
Judith Maret 
Judith McCormick 
Judy Bowman 
Judy MelaroGavigan 
Judy Radtke 
Julia Isaacs 
Julia Larsen 
Julie Bryson 
Julie Eklund 
Julie Hueller Curcio 
Julie Mark 
Justine Scott 
Justus Morgan 
Karen Cluppert 
Karen Maguire 
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Karen Urben 
Karen Weidenbach 
Karla Hansen 
Karla Rachfal 
Kashfinur Heine 
Kate Moss 
Kate O'Connell 
Kate Strosahl-Johnson 
Katherine Hambley 
Kathie Solie 
Kathie Tilot 
Kathleen Abbott 
Kathleen Buschmann 
Kathleen Gloff 
Kathleen Gotz 
Kathryn Curry 
Kathy Andrews 
Kathy Lawler 
Kathy Loomos Ostry 
Katie Heinen 
Kay Shackelford 
Kelli Schmit 
Kelly Adam 
Kenosha Music Teachers 

Association 
Kerry Sheahan Christopher 
Kevin Burns 
Kevin McCabe 
Kim Bremer 
Kimberley Haag 
Kimberly Brumm 
Kris Jarantoski 
Kristen Lewis 
Kristin Sandersen 
Ladonna Woerdeman, OSF 
Laura Bianco 
Laura D'Amato 
Laura Desmarais 
Laura Norby 
Laurel Stravers 
Laurie Farrell 
Laurie Lee Hittman 
Laurie Pytell 
Lee Bacchi 
Leeann Enright 
Linae Golla 
Linda Cordero 
Linda Gelhaus 
Linda Jackim 
Linda Lulewicz 
Linda Miller 
Lisa Jones 
Lisa Mosier 
Lisa Mullaney 
Lisa Pittser 
Lisa Puma 

Lizzy Appleby 
Lorilee Castor 
Lorrie Harder 
Lorrita Marie Verhey, SSND 
Louise Bullock 
Louise Voegtle 
Lovina Pammit, OSF 
Lyn Morander 
Lynn Claire Neu 
Lynn DeRoche 
Lynn Holland 
Madeline Dederich 
Margaret Ann Schneider 
Margaret Breckenfeld 
Margaret Gassenhuber 
Margaret Ley 
Margaret Roslawski 
Margaret Seidl Tackes 
Margaret Steimle 
Margie Fawcett 
Margie Ferstl 
Margret Whaley 
Marguerite Thompson 
Maria DeGroot 
Maria Lahey 
Maria Palomino 
Marianne Soldavini 
Marie Regine Redig 
Marilyn Breen 
Marilyn Keare 
Marion Huettner 
Marjorie Nixon 
Marjorie Pagel 
Marjorie Schwebel 
Mark Alan Petersen 
Mark Blagec 
Mark Carr 
Mark Huettner 
Marta Kultgen 
Martha Coons 
Martha Ross-Mockaitis 
Martin Carney 
Marty Deming 
Mary Ann Camosy 
Mary Anne Bunkers 
Mary Burke-Peterson 
Mary Elizabeth Kunz 
Mary Girsh-Jensen 
Mary Helen Schmitz 
Mary Hiteman 
Mary Houseman 
Mary Howieson 
Mary Jo Allison 
Mary Kurer 
Mary Lou Leitner 
Mary Lou Maletta 

Mary Matejcek 
Mary Rath 
Mary Rita Fitzpatrick 
Mary Sandgren 
Mary Schneider 
Mary Sherman 
Mary Wisniewski 
Maryann Shutan 
Marybeth Rennolds 
Mathew Zemel 
Maureen McCarthy 
Maureen McDonald 
MB Kallio 
Meg Georgevich 
Meg Lybeck-Smoak 
Megeen Parker 
Melissa Markquart 
Melodee Markee 
Michele Caskey 
Michelle Fetherston 
Mike Merz 
Miles Vilski 
Miriam Brown, OP 
Monica Passage 
Myles Mullikin 
Nancy Bauer-King 
Nancy Eggert 
Nancy Gibson 
Nancy Rutkowski 
Nancy Surma 
Nancy Witt 
Nelson Nelson 
Nicki Nelson 
Nijole Andriusis 
Nora Pavao 
Pam Crafton 
Pam Hauke 
Pam Kortendick 
Pam Morton 
Pamela Hansen Ruben 
Pamela Mitchell 
Pat Kieler, SDS 
Pat Leahy 
Patricia A Hamill 
Patricia Essig 
Patricia Jursik 
Patricia Mahoney 
Patricia Snickenberger 
Paula Hirschboeck 
Paula Voelkel 
Paulette Berggren 
Peg Gabik, OP 
Peggy Voss 
Peter Johnson 
Phyllis Verhaalen 
Piper O'Brien 

Donors listed on these pages are acknowledged for 
having made a gift between September 1, 2022, and   

August 31, 2023. Every effort has been made to 
ensure accuracy. If you notice an error, please bring it 

to our attention. Thank you. 
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Rachel Trobaugh 
Rebecca Devlin 
Rebecca Koscik 
Rebecca Porter 
Rebecca Wishau 
Red Bird Foundation 
Regina Goodman 
Renate Reichs 
Rene Hanebutt 
Renee Billman 
Reyna Morales 
Richard Woelfel 
Rita Anne Kipka 
Rita Griffiths 
Rita Lui, OP 
Rita Specht 
Rita Verhey 
Robby Collingwood 
Robert Miller 
Roberta Balsewicz 
Roger Hansen 
Ron Thomas 
Rose Marie Anthony., OP 
Roseann Mason 
Rosemarie Colletta 
Ross Crawford Veitch 
Roxanne Alexander 
Ruth Bell 
Ruth Bradford-Johnson 
Ruth Mixdorf 
Ruth Schaaf 
Sally Meredith 
Sandra Janowski 
Sandra Prez 
Sara Wroblewski 
Sarah Winsall 
Sarah Wulf 
Shari Karasek 
Sharon Geertsen 
Sharon Kanis 
Shawna Neal 
Shelly Mueller 
Sisters of the Resurrection 
Sonja Moll 
Stephanie Mondello 
Stephanie Perdew 
Stephanie Pritchard 
Steven Heneghan 

Sincere Thanks To Our Generous Donors 

Steven Johnson 
Sue Konkel 
Sue Matzek 
Sue McGregor 
Sue Nevala 
Sue Rodig 
Sue Rooney 
Sue Sklansky 
Sunny Dugas 
Susan Ann Adrians, SSND 
Susan Cooper 
Susan Francois 
Susan Klein, OP 
Susan Petre 
Susan Schaefer 
Suzanne Milkus 
Suzanne Mutchie 
Suzanne Olajos 
Tammy Motin 
Teresa Calpino 
Teresa Lafferty 
Terri Pascucci 
Terrie Maki 
Terry Johnson 
Tesha Urban 
Tim O'Brien 
Timothy Fenelon 
Timothy Hall 
Tina Meerschaert 
Tom Buhler 
Tom Heinen 
Tracy Anne Hamblet 
Tracy Gunderson 
Tracy Mitchell 
Valerie Wyer 
Vicky Curtiss 
Victoria Schmidt 
Virgine Lawinger, OP 
Virginia Buhler 
Wayne Marik 
Wendy Murray 
Wheaton Franciscan 

Sisters Corp 
William Gonwa 
William Schwindt 
And many anonymous 
donors 



Staff 
 

Claire Anderson 
 

Susan Arvai 
 

Vicky Curtiss 
 

Carmen Doubek 
 

Debbie Giese 
 

Christine Houdek 
 

Nikki Madisen 
 

Sue McGregor 
 

Nicki Steinmetz Nelson 
 

Christine Noelle 
 

Jane Reilly 

Corporate Member 
 

M.B.Bauer Group, Inc. 

Chris Broslavick, OP 

Shari Geertsen 

Lisa Kane, OP 

Pat Mapes, OP 

Maryann McMahon, OP 

Kathy Slesar, OP 

Jane Weiss, OP 

 

Board of Directors 
 

Gloria Alt 

Gabriela Caballero-Moersfelder 

Lakesha Davis 

Bea Eichten, OSF 

Deb Ford 

Wayne Marik 

Judy Melaro-Gavigan 

David Stack 

Karen Urben 

5637 Erie St. 
Racine, WI  53402 

 
(262) 898-2590 

 
www.SienaRetreatCenter.org 

retreats@sienaretreatcenter.org 

Siena Retreat Center 

is grateful for 

support from: 

New Donor Initiative Launched: 

The Siena Circle  

Our new giving initiative, the 
Siena Circle, has completed its first 
year. The Siena Circle was created 
to provide a level of support vital 
for the future of Siena Retreat 
Center.  

Siena Circle donors contribute 
at a level of $500 or more annually. Forty-five 
supporters have begun, or continued to, donate at 
this level. 

A monthly giving option was also created, and 
seven contributors selected this option as soon 
as the option was available.  

people donated 

to our mission 


