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What people are saying: 
 

I had no idea how 
transformative 24 hours 

could be! 
 

Que me cambiaron la 
vida.  Gracias por invertir 

en nosotros.  Gracias 
por invertir en mÍ. 

 

(How you changed my life. 
Thank you for investing in 

all of us.  Thank you for 
investing in me.) 

Generosity Leads to Impact 
 

“I have been blessed to be able to attend 
many retreats,” says LaTanya.  “This last 
retreat at Siena was the most uplifting 
retreat I've attended in a long time.  When 
I went to the retreat this time, I was totally 
[immersed] in the atmosphere and 
communing with God.  The beauty around 
Siena and the nature there is so calming 
and spiritual for me.  I always love when I 
get to go to Siena for retreats. And the 
food is always yummy!”  

When the women from the Ignatian 
Spirituality Project (ISP) from Chicago, 
Illinois, visited Siena Retreat Center for 
their “Sister Friends” retreat this summer, 
staff of the Center had the privilege of 
bearing witness to transformation.  ISP 
works with women who have been 
homeless or are in addiction recovery and 
who participate in a recovery program at a 
residential recovery home or transitional 
living home. 

 Denise, a member of the facilitation 
team, said “ever since Covid forced me to 
work from home and isolate from friends 
and family, I'm sensitive to too much time 
alone.  I just returned from a retreat at 
Siena Retreat Center and never 
experienced pangs of loneliness.  Time 
alone at Siena Retreat Center is time spent 
in a deep, loving presence.  Being on my 
own in the loving presence so palpable at 
Siena is a comfort.” 

Continued on Page 2 

Spiritual guidance touches the heart of 
the mission of Siena Retreat Center.  Also 
known as spiritual direction or spiritual 
companionship, spiritual guidance is about 
deepening one’s awareness of the Divine 
Presence within one’s life.  

The guide invites a person to pay 
attention to the movements and invitations 
of the Spirit. This dynamic draws the person 
into greater personal integrity, closer union 
with the Mystery many name God, and into 
ever expanding compassion for the world. 

 

Spiritual Guidance 
Initiatives Expand 

Continued on Page 2 

Ignatian Spirituality Project participants 

find joy and healing on their recent retreat. 



Spiritual Guidance Initiatives Expand 
 

Continued from Page 1 

Generosity Leads to Impact 
Continued from Page 1 

Siena Retreat Center Staff Grows 
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This year brought a wealth of new talent to Siena Retreat Center.  
Guests have remarked on the many new, friendly faces around the 
Center, and the energy they are bringing is hard to miss!   

Ben Brzeski joined the team in January, serving as Director of Donor 
and Community Engagement.  With a background in communications, 

development, and retreat ministry, Siena is a natural fit 
for Ben, who has fond memories of bringing his staff out 
to retreat at Siena in the early 2000’s when he served as 
director of a youth retreat center.   

Judy Gavigan first came to Siena 
Retreat Center nearly twenty years ago 
as a facilitator during an annual training 
event for Leadership Racine.  Judy joined 
the Siena Retreat Center team this 
summer as Business Manager, bringing 
experience in the banking and healthcare 
world.  Judy is also a certified True Colors 
facilitator, a team building, conflict 
resolution, and self-awareness program. 

Nicki Nelson, Director of Spiritual 
Guidance Initiatives, brings a master’s 
degree in Theology from the Graduate 
Theological Union in Berkeley, California, 
and master’s degree in Clinical 
Psychology from Cardinal Stritch 

University in Milwaukee, Wisconsin.  You can learn 
more about Nicki’s work in growing our Spiritual 
Guidance initiatives in our feature article on Page 1.  

Sue McGregor recently joined the staff as Weekend 
Receptionist.  “The biggest thing for me,” Sue says, “is 
the feeling I get when I walk in the door.  It’s such a 
serene, welcoming place and I truly enjoy the variety 
of people I get to meet and the amazing staff that I work with.” 

“Making retreat experiences accessible is a priority 
of the center, one that we work diligently to ensure,” 
says Ben Brzeski, Director of Donor and Community 
Engagement.  “We are fortunate to enjoy the 
generous support of many friends 
and benefactors – that support has 
led to impact in a variety of ways this 
year.”  

In addition to growing our 
scholarship fund and keeping the fee 
structure accessible for groups like 
ISP, the Center’s technology 
resources got a major boost through 
a grant from United Way of Racine 
County this year and a special gift 
from an individual donor of a 65” 
smart TV with portable cart, now 
available to our groups.   

A new CRM (relationship 
management software) system has 
been acquired and implemented, 
improving online registration, 
constituent communication, staff 
efficiency, and data management. 

Guest comfort is always top of mind, and the Center 
was able to replace a number of our pillows in the 
bedrooms this year. 

“From building organizational capacity to the simple 
fact that lives are being transformed within these 
walls,” says Brzeski, “it is just so gratifying to be able 
to so clearly see and demonstrate the impact our 
supporters are making every day!”   

What people are saying: 
 

Agradezco de corazón 
el espacio que nos 

proporcianaron para 
este retiro y en el 
Idioma Español. 

 

(I want to thank you from 
the bottom of my heart for 
the space you offered us for 

this retreat, a retreat done in 
the Spanish language.) 

“We are celebrating the rich legacy of 
spiritual guidance at Siena while looking 
forward to expanding the availability and 
accessibility of our spiritual guidance 
programming,” says Nicki Steinmetz Nelson, 
our new Director of Spiritual Guidance 
Initiatives.  

There are multiple opportunities to 
engage with spiritual guidance here at 
Siena, whether it is requesting a single 
session during a personal retreat, attending 
a week-long directed retreat during the 
summer months, or participating in ongoing 
monthly spiritual direction.  

In addition to offering spiritual guidance 
for those wishing to engage in this spiritual 
practice, we are known regionally for 

providing high-quality training and 
ongoing educational opportunities for 
spiritual guides.  

Our flagship program 
is a transformational 
Spiritual Guidance 
Training Program, now 
in its 22nd year.  The 
Program prepares 
individuals to step into 
this call to accompany 
others as deep, 
contemplative listeners. In November, 
the 11th Program cohort will graduate 
and will be commissioned to serve 
their communities as spiritual guides! 

Siena Retreat Center responds to 

the need for ongoing training, retreats, 
and community building among 
spiritual guides by adding offerings 

throughout the year that 
provide them with continuing 
enrichment, education, and 
connection. 

“Though the practice of 
Spiritual Guidance is an age-
old practice, it has been 
rapidly expanding and evolving 
over the last several years,” 

says Nelson. “It is such a gift to be part 
of a community that is so committed 
to meeting the emerging needs of 
both seekers and practicing spiritual 
guides.”  

The next Spiritual 

Guidance Training 

Program begins in 

January of 2023 
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Hosted Retreats Sponsored Retreats Private Retreats Spiritual Guidance Sessions 

Number of People Served 

Income 

Pandemic 

Relief 

(CARES Act): 

13% 

Racine 

Dominican 

Mission Fund 

Grant: 11% 

Program 

Revenue: 

38% 

Bookstore 

Revenue: 3% 

Contributions, 

Donations, and 

Fundraising: 10% 

Other 

Grants: 2% 

Contributed 

Rent: 23% 

Expenses 

Food and 

Laundry: 14% 

Bookstore 

Expenses: 2% 

Salaries, 

Stipends, and 

Benefits: 37% 

Scholarships: 1% 

Other 

Expenses: 9% 

Contributed 

Rent: 23% 

Building 

Maintenance: 

13% 

New Technology 

and Furnishings: 1% 

2021-2022 by the Numbers 

We are grateful for the 5,833 hours of service offered by our dedicated volunteers this year. 



Sincere Thanks To Our Generous Donors 

Pam Crafton 
Kathleen Cuerdon-Kahn 
Rita Curty 
Jane Czarnezki & James 
Drake 

Karen Dang 
Estate of Rev. Paul Daniels 
Nancy Davies Smith 
Lakesha Davis 
Joan DeCleene 
Deborah A. Demanno 
Catherine DeMers & 
Kathleen White 

Martha Deming 
Laura Desmarais 
Marian Diedrick, OP 
Mary Diez, SSSF 
Rose Marie Dischler, OP 
Shelagh Donoghue 
Joann Mundth Douglas 
Sunny Dugas 
Connie Eberly 
Jane Eesley 
Nancy Eggert 
Bea Eichten, OSF 
Janet Elgas 
Carol Elsholz 
Patricia Williams Essig 
Connie Fahey, FSM 
Imelda Fajardo 
Judy Farmer & Connie Knapp 
Shanae Marie Farrell 
Laura Fell 
Amber & Mike Ferda 
Jon Fischer 
John Fitzpatrick 
Mary Rita Fitzpatrick 
Joann Fleischaker, OP 
Lucille Flores, SSM 
Deborah & James Ford 
Jackie Fosselman 
Patricia Fremarek 
Mike & Anne Frontier 
Janet Marie Gagan 
Deborah Gannon 
Marlene Gatan 
Jo Giarrante & Janet Trzaska 
Kate Gladding 
Linae Golla 
Colleen Gorman 
Kathleen Gotz 
Jerome Greany 
Dorothy Gregory 

Kelly Adam 
Gloria Alt 
Barbara Althaus 
Claire Anderson 
Nijole Andriusis 
Rosemary Baldwin 
Dean Barbian 
Donna Bartolone 
Laura Bauhof 
William Becker 
Bob & Alice Beezat 
Annette Bellm 
Laurie Belzer 
Mary Frances Beno 
Jean Berens 
Marietta Bertelsen, OP 
Linda Bestor 
Mary Betker 
Claire Beutler-Cruise 
Laura Bianco 
Ann Bira 
Rev. Janis Blean-Kachigan  
Joann Blomme, OP 
Cecelia Boone 
Sarah Brinkman & Sam Silver 
Betty Brockman 
Diane Brodson 
Chris Broslavick, OP 
Miriam Brown, OP 
Rosemary Brown 
Kimberly Brumm 
Julie Bryson 
Ben & Liz Brzeski  
Tom & Marcia Buhler 
Louise Bullock 
Mary Anne Bunkers 
Mary Burke-Peterson 
Diana Burns 
Alberto Bustoz 
Elena Cabral 
Ray & Mary Ann Camosy 
Dolores Catanach, OP 
Barbara & Robert Cathey 
Patricia Chaffee, OP 
Nancie Chmielewski 
Cindy Cline 
Mary Catherine Connolly, SLW 
Patrick & Jeanne Connolly 
Myrel Cooke 
Susan Cooper 
Barb Corning & John Koeppen 
Barbara M. Correa 
Louise Barder Corzine 

Abbvie 
A.C. Buhler Family 
Alexian Brothers 
AmazonSmile Foundation 
Belle City Family Dentistry 
BMO Harris Bank 
Brightonwoods Orchard, 
Inc. 

DeRose Dental Office 
Dillett Mechanical Service, 
Inc. 

E.C. Styberg Foundation 
Erica P. John Fund 
Fiduciary Management, Inc. 
Goodshop 
Johnson Bank 
Keller Chiropractic Office 
Kerber, Eck & Braeckel 
Kotze Construction Co., Inc. 
M3 Insurance Solutions, Inc. 
Madison Investments 
Marsha Ernst Krueger 
Charitable Fund 

O & W Communications, LLC 
Partners in Design 
Architects 

Piggly Wiggly on Erie St. 
Racine Interfaith Coalition 
Red Bird Foundation 
Robert W. Baird & Co. 
SC Johnson & Son, Inc. 
School Sisters of St. Francis 
Siena Catholic Schools of 
Racine 

Sisters of St. Dominic 
Sisters of St. Francis of 
Assisi, Inc. 

Sisters of St. Rita, OSA 
St. Mary of the 
Annunciation 

St. Mary's Institute of 
O'Fallon 

United Way of Racine 
County 

Wheaton Franciscan Sisters 
Corp. 

Wisconsin Humanities 
Council 

Judith Gregory 
Dorothy Ann Greiber, OP 
Danielle Grenier 
Rita Griffiths 
Beverly Gross 
Donna Grossman 
Joyce Guinn 
Doug & Catherine Gundlach 
Lorene Haas, OP 
Marilyn Hahn 
Tracy Anne Hamblet 
Beth Hancock & Susan Nevala 
Ardelle Hansen 
Carol Hansen 
Karla Hansen 
Roger Hansen & John Payton 
Lorrie Harder 
Leanne Hartmann 
Alice Hatzenbeller & Sam Bastian 
Julia Haverty 
Judith Heck 
Kashfinur Heine 
Tom & Katie Heinen 
David Hetzel 
Marlene Hetzel, OP 
Ann Hillman 
Laurie Lee Hittman 
Don and MaryLou Hoeschen 
Sue and James Holland 
Karen Horning 
Julie & Steve Hueller Curcio 
Anne & Ron Huseman  
Jane Clare Ishiguro 
Linda Jackim 
Gail Jacobsen 
Mary Therese Johnson, OP 
Peter Johnson 
Ray & Cecilia Johnson 
Magda Juarez 
Pollyanna Kabara 
Trish Kalhagen 
Leo & Susan Kamin 
Julie Kanak 
Adele Karwacki, OP 
Susan Kaseman 
Moshe Katz 
Elizabeth Kaye 
Jan Kaymen 
John & Debbie Keil 
Melanie Kelly 
Barbara O. Kissh 
Elvita Kondili 
Rebecca Koscik 
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Brittany Koteles 
Kathy Krewald 
Barbara Kudirka 
Mary Elizabeth Kunz 
Diane Lange & Bill Garvey 
Julia Larsen 
Teresa Larson 
Anne & Phillip Lee 
Lou & Jerry Leitner 
Maggie Ley 
Dena Lieberman & John Stutt 
Evelyn Lins, OP 
Marilita Lorenz 
Sharon Louise 
Charles & Sue Lucas 
Rita Lui, OP 
Kathy Luty 
Robert & Elizabeth Madej 
Tina Maestranzi 
Terrie & Gregg Maki 
Annette Malone 
Wayne & Judy Marik 
Melodee Markee 
Melissa Martensen 
Gale Martin 
Marylen Marty 
Sue Matzek 
Marsha Mauger 
Andreianna Mayfield 
Kevin & Jeanine McCabe 
Alice McCormick, OP 
Anna Clare McDermott 
Magdalena Mcelroy 
Janet McGeady 
Colleen McGeady-Ambrose & 
Gerald Ambrose 

Anne & Jim McNulty 
Laura Medina 
Patricia Meier 
Jean Meyers 
Suzanne Milkus 
Arlyn Miller 
Holly Miller 
Brad & Gabriela Moersfelder  
Carol Moertl 
Connie & Jim Molbeck 
Reyna Morales & Allen 
Pezewski 

Suzanne Margaret Moscicke 
Jim & Mary Mosier 
Wendy Mospan 
Lisa Mullaney 
Jean Mullooly 

Sunita Murphy 
John & Shawna Neal 
Peggy & Barney Nelles 
Melissa Nelson 
Diana Nemes 
Lynne Neu  
Marjorie Nixon 
Mary Norris 
Carol Norton 
Jill Nowler 
Kate O'Connell 
Marty O'Hagan 
Kateri O'Shea & Tina 
Stretch 

Jane O'Meara 
Mary Kay Oosdyke, OP 
Kathleen A. Loomos Ostry 
Ann Marie Palmisano, OP 
Ewa M. Pankratz 
Cheryl Parisi 
Mary Jo Pavilon 
Mary Pergander 
Sara E. Perkins 
Stan & Mary Perrin 
Susan Perry 
Mary Ann Pevas, OP 
Charles & Nancy 
Pevcevicius 

Elaine & Walter 
Pevcevicius 

Susan Piper 
Alice Pittz, OP 
Claudia Porter 
Rebecca Porter 
Jane Powell 
Judy Radtke 
Jane Ramig 
Mary Rath 
Ruthanne Reed, OP 
Renate Reichs 
Everett & Maureen Rice  
Mayra Romo 
Linda Rosc 
Robin Kay Rosenstiel 
Sue Ross 
Martha Ross-Mockaitis 
Susan & Steve Roy  
Pamela Hansen Ruben 
Joan Ryzner 
Kristin Sandersen 
Mary & Dave Sandgren 
Ann & Charles Sardegna 
Ruth Schaaf, OP 

Warren & Cindy Schlei 
Margaret Schmid 
Victoria Schmidt 
Mary Helen Schmitz, OP 
Margaret Ann Schneider 
Mary T. Schneider 
Katherine Schober 
Jean Schoenwaelder 
Joe Schumacher 
Arlene Schwab 
Kirsten Seeber 
Janet Seuther 
Kay Shackelford 
Sheila Sheehan 
Kathleen Sheskaitis, IHM 
Kathy Slesar, OP 
Maria Smith 
Marianne Soldavini 
Amy Sorenson 
Wendy Sorenson 
Karen Spivey 
Albert & Emma St. Peter 
Pamela Downing & David Stack 
Davney Stahley 
Andrea Standley 
Alice Jo Star 
Bill & Melody Streeter 
Tina Stretch 
Sally Strosahl 
Linda Sturm 
Fred Tabak 
Wilhelmina Alma Teller 
Colleen Terry 
Deb Tetzlaff 
Anita Thies 
Marguerite Thompson 
Anne Tigan 
Kathleen Tilot 
Susan & David Towne  
Helen Trainor 
Don Trottier 
Tom & Lucy Tucker 
Barbara Ullrich 
Cindy Ulrich 
Karen Urben 
Nancy Urso 
Katie Vail 
Ross & Monica Veitch 
Phyllis Verhaalen 
Lorrita Verhey, SSND 
Rita Verhey 
Miles Vilski 
Paul & Paula Voelkel 

Donors listed on these pages are 

acknowledged for having made a gift 
between September 1, 2021, and   

August 31, 2022. Every effort has been 
made to ensure accuracy. If you notice 

an error, please bring it to our attention.  
Thank you. 

Siena Retreat Center enjoys 100% donor 
support from its Board of Directors. 
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Karen Vollmer, OP 
Peggy Voss 
Clare Wagner, OP 
Erika Wagner-Martin 
Valerie Walker 
Ann Walsvik 
Laura & Thomas Warzecha 
Jo Ellen Weingart 
Jane Weiss, OP 
Mare Ann Wheeler 
Tara White 
Teena & Paul Whittenhall 
Michele Wilk 
Julie Will 
Archie & Jacqueline Williams 
Faith & Howard Wirtz 
Joelyn Wysocki 
Rachel Young-Sipos 
David & Kathleen Zablotney 
Carol A. Zach 
Janice & Jim Zeller 
And many anonymous donors 

Sincere Thanks To Our Generous Donors 



Staff 
 

Claire Anderson 
 

Susan Arvai 
 

Ben Brzeski 
 

Jane Czarnezki 
 

Carmen Doubek 
 

Judy Melaro-Gavigan 
 

Nikki Madisen 
 

Sue McGregor 
 

Nicki Steinmetz Nelson 
 

Alison Newman 

Corporate Member 
M.B.Bauer Group, Inc. 

Jane Weiss, OP 
Maryann McMahon, OP 

Chris Broslavick, OP 
Shari Geertsen 
Lisa Kane, OP 

Kathy Slesar, OP 
 

Board of Directors 
 

Mary Burke-Peterson 
Gabriela Caballero-Moersfelder 

Lakesha Davis 
Bea Eichten, OSF 

Deb Ford 
Barb Jopke 

Wayne Marik 
Reyna Morales 

Karen Urben 

5637 Erie St. 
Racine, WI  53402 

 
(262) 898-2590 

 
www.SienaRetreatCenter.org 

retreats@racinedominicans.org 

Siena Retreat Center 

is pleased to partner 

with these granting 

foundations 

With a long-term vision in mind, the 
Racine Dominican Sisters have begun to 
make plans for the structural viability of 
their ministries well into the future. 

Once called “sponsored ministries,” 
these nonprofit organizations, including 
Siena Retreat Center, are working 
toward further organizational self-
governance.  

A step in this process is the Racine 
Dominicans Sisters’ creation of the M.B. 
Bauer Group Inc.  Named after the 
founder of the Racine Dominicans, 
Mother Benedicta Bauer, the M.B. Bauer 
Group serves as the Corporate Member 
of Siena Retreat Center. 

“I’m so grateful for the long-standing 
support and forethought the sisters are 
giving to the future of their ministries,” 
says Executive Director Claire Anderson. 

Racine Dominican Sisters 

and Siena Retreat Center 

Lay Foundation for Future 

Governance 


